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“I  am  59  years  old — my  mother  knitted  this  afghan  for  me  when  she  was  pregnant 
with  me....  She  died  one  and  a half  years  ago.  I pray  this  afghan  will  provide  warmth 
to  someone  this  winter....  My  mother  would  have  wanted  this....  May  all  beings  be 
free  from  suffering.” — Unsigned  note,  pinned  to  a blanket  sent  by  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee  to  the  refugees  from  war  in  Afghanistan. 

This  message  moved  me  because  I,  too,  sent  to  the  AFSC  an  “afghan”  knitted 
by  my  mother  before  she  died.  My  mother  wasn’t  a Quaker,  but  she  was  a 
good-hearted  woman  who  would,  I’m  sure,  be  very  pleased  to  think  that  a 
blanket  she  knitted  is  keeping  some  person  warm  in  a refugee  camp. 

The  blanket  campaign  sponsored  by  the  AFSC  is  a heart-warming  story,  but  the 
bombing  of  the  Ramallah  Friends  School  reminds  us  that  acts  of  terror  are  a daily  re- 
ality for  many  people  in  the  so-called  Holy  Land  (see  p.4).  Bill  Durland  challenges  us 
to  ask  whether  Quakers  should  “take  sides”  in  the  Israeli  conflict,  as  Friends  have  of- 
ten done  in  cases  of  oppression,  injustice,  and  violence  (see  p.  5).  This  question  is 
addressed  in  a Christmas  letter  written  by  Colin  and  Kathy  South,  Friends  United 
Meeting  representatives  in  Palestine  and  new  directors  of  the  Ramallah  Friends 
School: 

One  friend  asked  me  why  we  seem  to  support  the  Palestinian  argument  so  force- 
fully but  hardly  mention  the  senseless  acts  of  terrorism  resulting  in  the  deaths  of 
Israeli  citizens.  If  we  have  hardly  mentioned  them,  I apologize,  but  we  are  living  in 
Ramallah/El-Bireh  and  can  only  report  accurately  what  we  see  and  hear  from 
where  we  live  and  have  our  being.  I want  to  make  it  clear,  however,  that  we  whole- 
heartedly condemn  any  violent  acts,  any  acts  of  maiming  or  killing,  any  acts  of  tor- 
ture and  any  acts  of  destruction  of  property....  There  is  only  one  permanent  solu- 
tion that  both  sides  must  recognize  if  peace  is  to  be  achieved,  and  that  is  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  injustices  present  and  wrongs  perpetrated  by  both  sides,  and  a 
commitment  by  both  sides  to  find  an  acceptable  solution  which  protects  the  secu- 
rity and  integrity  of  both  peoples. 
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When  Friends  “take  sides,”  it  does  not  mean  that  they  ignore  “that  of  God”  in  the 
oppressor.  Our  job  as  Quaker  peacemakers  is  not  to  be  “neutral,”  but  to  help  both  sides 
to  listen  to  and  acknowledge  “that  of  God”  in  each  other  so  that  justice  and  harmony 
can  be  restored. 

Lanny  Jay  reminds  us  that  Quaker  pacifism  springs  from  a spiritual  base,  not 
from  pragmatic  considerations.  And  Jack  Powelson  continues  to  challenge  us  with 
his  economic  views.  Friends  may  not  be  in  unity  about  whether  or  not  free  trade  pro- 
motes a moral  economy,  but  one  thing  is  clear:  there  will  be  no  peace  in  the  world  as 
long  as  wealth  is  unjustly  distributed,  and  as  long  as  the  vast  majority  of  the  world’s 
people  live  in  abject  poverty. 

As  editor,  I continue  to  be  impressed  by  how  deeply  Friends  care  about  issues  of 
justice  and  peace.  In  upcoming  issues  of  Friends  Bulletin  you  will  find  articles  on 
environmental  concerns,  homelessness,  and  the  Friends  Committee  on  Legislation  of 
California  (which  is  celebrating  its  50th  anniversary).  You  will  also  find  articles  de- 
voted to  prayer  and  spirituality,  as  well  the  latest  news  of  Friends.  Your  contribu- 
tions and  responses  are  always  welcome! 
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Blanket  Drive 


Diverse  Friends  Unite 
To  Help  Afghan  Refugees 


Chris  and  Colin  Willard — Photo  by  Kathryn  Willard 


Update  on  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee’s 

Blanket  Campaign 

Many  thanks!  After  three  months  of  hard  work  our  labor  of  love  sent  out 
75,000  blankets  in  15  containers  (valued  at  $1,366,148)  to  the  people 
of  Afghanistan.  Traveling  through  distant  areas  like  Tajikistan  as  well 
as  Pakistan  and  Iran,  the  blankets  have  found  their  way  to  their  final  destination. 
We  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  raise  some  financial  support  for  this  process. 
With  your  generosity,  we  have  helped  many  Afghan  refugees  to  be  a little  warmer 
in  this  bitterly  cold  and  unstable  climate. 

We  have  witnessed  a wonderful  exercise  of  generosity  and  humanity  these 
past  few  months,  making  the  world  a little  more  tolerable  in  hard  times.  Like  a 
candle  in  the  wind,  a little  light  has  shown  amidst  pain  and  war.  Now,  it  is  time  to 
move  to  our  next  step. 

No  more  blankets  are  being  accepted,  but  if  you  would  like  to  aid  the  relief 
effort,  here’s  how  to  contribute: 

. No  More  Victims  Fund : Your  gift  to  this  special  fund  will  support  our  work 
in  New  York,  our  relief  efforts  with  Afghan  refugees,  and  our  calls  for  peaceful 
alternatives  to  address  this  tragedy. 

• Afghan  Relief  and  Reconstruction  Fund : Your  gift  will  go  directly  to  sup- 
port our  work  with  the  people  of  Afghanistan. 

To  give  by  phone  using  your  Visa  or  MasterCard,  call  1-888-588-2372. 

To  give  by  mail,  send  your  contribution  to:  AFSC  Development, 
1501  Cherry  St,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102. 


by  Donna  Anderton 

AFSC  Peace  Building 
& Disarmament 

Chris  Willard,  medical  photog- 
rapher from  Tacoma,  Wash- 
ington, his  wife  Kathryn,  and 
seventeen-year-old  son  Colin  have 
contributed  to  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee’s  efforts  for  the 
“No  More  Victims”  campaign  in  a 
way  that  gives  new  meaning  to  the 
phrase  “blanket  drive.” 

Working  with  at  least  a dozen 
Friends  Churches  and  Meetings  from 
Bellingham,  WA,  to  Eugen,  OR,  they 
gathered  more  than  350  blankets, 
sleeping  bags,  and  quilts.  Colin  and 
Chris  drove  them  to  San  Francisco  for 
delivery  to  those  needing  them  as  a 
result  of  the  war. 

Chris  had  been  deployed  to  New 
York  from  September  26  to  October  7 
as  part  of  a 200+  person  Disaster  Mor- 
tuary Operational  Response  Team  to 
help  the  New  York  City  Medical  Ex- 
aminer identify  victims  of  the  attacks 
on  the  World  Trade  Center.  When  he 
returned  to  Tacoma  on  October  8,  the 
US  had  just  begun  bombing  in  Af- 
ghanistan. He  wondered  how  the  Wil- 
lards could  respond  to  the  innocent 
victims  of  this  new  violence. 

As  they  reflected  on  Chris’  expe- 
rience helping  September  11  victims, 
the  Willard  family  pondered  what  the 
US  was  doing  in  Afghanistan.  Colin  in 
particular  expressed  his  anger,  frustra- 
tion, and  helplessness.  Together  the 
Willards  wondered  how  hard  it  would 
be  for  Chris  and  Colin  to  collect  blan- 
kets along  the  1-5  corridor  and  drive 
them  to  San  Francisco,  AFSC’s  clos- 
est collection  spot  for  the  campaign. 

Jonis  Davis,  of  the  Northwest  Pa- 
cific Regional  Office  of  the  AFSC, 
encouraged  Chris  to  proceed,  and  gave 
him  names  of  others  interested  in  a 


blanket  drive.  E-mails  to  Monthly 
Meetings  and  a few  phone  calls  initi- 
ated a small  avalanche  of  activity  from 
Bellingham,  WA,  to  Ashland,  OR. 
Contacts  were  designated,  discussions 
initiated,  newspaper  advertisements 
run,  and  collection  sites  established. 
Interest  was  so  high  it  was  soon  appar- 
ent that  they’d  have  more  blankets 
than  their  pickup  truck  could  hold. 


They  hitched  a trailer  to  their  pickup, 
and  prepared  to  hit  the  road. 

With  blankets  provided  by  Peter 
Willing  from  Bellingham  Meeting  and 
by  University  Friends  Meeting 
(Seattle,  WA),  on  Thanksgiving  morn- 
ing, Chris  and  Colin  picked  up  blan- 
kets from  Steven  Aldrich  from  Olym- 
pia (WA)  Friends  Meeting.  Those  they 
added  from  their  own  Tacoma  Friends 
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Meeting  and  Olympic  View  Friends 
Church  gave  them  209  blankets,  sleep- 
ing bags,  and  quilts.  “The  back  of  the 
truck  was  full  and  nearly  half  the 
trailer.” 

On  Friday  morning  in  Portland, 
OR,  Chris  and  Colin  added  another  40 
to  50  blankets  gathered  at  Tigard 
Friends  Church,  where  Portland  collec- 
tions were  consolidated,  and  continued 
south  to  Eugene,  OR,  to  spend  the 
night.  Tom  Stave  and  others  from 
Eugene  Friends  Church  with  some  of 
the  young  people  of  Eugene  Friends 
Meeting  had  together  collected  another 
140  blankets — more  than  the  Willards’ 
trailer  could  hold.  Forty  blankets  in 
Eugene  and  more  in  Roseburg  and 
Ashland  would  wait  for  a follow-up 
van  coming  from  Corvallis,  OR,  in  the 
first  week  of  December. 


Chris  wrote,  “Travel  through  the 
mountains  was  not  as  easy  as  I’d 
hoped.  A large  winter  storm  was  dump- 
ing large  amounts  of  snow  in  the  Mt. 
Shasta  area.  We  had  to  put  chains  on  in 
Ashland  and  drove  on  snow  past  Mt. 
Shasta.  Thirteen  hours  after  leaving 
Eugene  we  arrived  at  our  overnight 
destination  in  Oakland,  CA.  Sunday 
morning  we  drove  across  the  bay,  arriv- 
ing at  the  Meeting  House/AFSC  office 
a little  before  10:00.” 

Colin  and  Chris  were  met  by  Ste- 
phen McNeil  of  AFSC  and  Stephen 
Matched,  Clerk  of  San  Francisco 
Meeting.  Together  they  unloaded  the 
truck  and  trailer  into  the  basement  of 
the  building,  where  all  the  sorting 
was  carried  out.  Following  Meeting 
for  Worship,  they  participated  in  a 
short  information/discussion  session. 


Stephen  McNeil  facilitated  about  the 
situation  in  Afghanistan. 

“It  feels  very  satisfying  to  have  par- 
ticipated in  aid  for  victims  of  violence  in 
both  North  America  and  Asia,”  Chris 
notes.  “And  it  was  great  to  do  the  blan- 
ket drive  with  Colin  with  the  help  of  so 
many  Friends  along  the  way.  I hope  a 
seed  was  planted  that  may  bloom  later  in 
Colin’s  life,  too,  as  a result  of  his  partici- 
pation in  this  event.” 

AFSC  is  delighted  that,  with  Jonis 
Davis’  help  and  the  work  of  the  Willard 
family,  so  many  Friends  of  diverse 
groups  and  views  were  united  in  this 
humanitarian  effort. 

“The  response  was  much  bigger 
than  we  had  anticipated,”  Chris  wrote. 
As  a result,  the  Willard  blanket  drive 
now  looks  like  the  first  of  several  such 
cooperative  drives  in  their  area.  □ 


Damages  at  Ramallah  School — Photo  by  Souths 


Ramallah  Friends 
School  Bombed 


AFSC  Report 

At  7:15  PM,  December 
13,  2001,  a building  of 
the  Friends  Boys 
School  in  Ramallah, 
West  Bank,  was  damaged  by  rock- 
ets fired  by  Israeli-American  made 
helicopters.  AFSC  is  grateful  that 
no  injuries  or  loss  of  life  were  sus- 
tained in  the  attack  as  classes  were  not 
in  session  and  staff  living  on  the  school 
grounds  were  not  injured,  according  to 
the  directors  of  the  Ramallah  Friends 
Schools,  Colin  and  Kathy  South.  To 
date  we  know  that  two  rooms  of  the 
school  were  hit  and  the  building  is 
thought  to  have  suffered  structural 
damage.  It  is  estimated  that  it  will  cost 
at  least  $20,000  to  repair  the  damage. 
According  to  Colin  South,  the  damage 
occurred  during  an  Israeli  air  attack 
that  destroyed  a police  station  near  the 
school  grounds. 

The  two  Ramallah  Friends  Schools 
are  governed  by  a local  board,  but  are 
owned  and  administered  by  Friends 


United  Meeting  (FUM)  in  Richmond, 
Indiana.  The  Ramallah  Friends  Boys 
School,  founded  by  Quakers  in  1901, 
and  the  Girls  School  established  in 
1889  are  living  expressions  of  the 
firmly  held  belief  that  the  use  of  vio- 
lence can  never  be  justified.  (A  fund 
has  been  established  by  Friends 
United  Meeting  to  receive  contribu- 
tions toward  the  school’s  repair.  To 
make  a contribution  make  checks 
payable  to:  FUM-RFS  Building  and 
mail  to:  Friends  United  Meeting,  101 
Quaker  Hill  Drive,  Richmond,  IN 
47374.) 

As  Quakers,  we  believe  that 
every  life  is  sacred,  including  that  of 
the  young  man  who  turns  himself  into 


a human  bomb.  Since  the  beginning 
of  the  second  Intifada  in  September 
2000,  more  than  850  Palestinians 
and  more  than  250  Israelis  have 
been  killed.  In  the  past  month  alone, 
nearly  40  Israelis  have  been  struck 
down  by  suicide  bombers  and  at- 
tacks and  more  than  60  Palestinians 
killed  by  Israeli  bombs  and  bullets. 
We  grieve  for  all  the  lives  lost  in 
this  conflict. 

The  American  Friends  Service 
Committee  (AFSC)  is  deeply  con- 
cerned by  the  horrific  escalation  of 
violence  witnessed  in  Palestine  and 
Israel  over  the  past  month.  More  than 
100  Palestinians  and  Israelis  have 
died  in  the  violence.  AFSC  urges  the 
governments  of  Israel  and  the  Pales- 
tinian Authority  to  take  steps  now  to 
end  this  cycle  of  violence  and  to  re- 
turn to  serious  negotiations.  We  urge 
the  government  of  the  United  States 
to  stay  the  course  laid  out  by  Secre- 
tary of  State  Colin  Powell,  i.e,.  that 
lasting  peace  between  Palestine  and 
Israel  is  dependent  upon  an  end  to 
the  Israeli  occupation  of  Palestine, 
the  establishment  of  a truly  viable 
Palestinian  state  and  the  ability  of 
both  Palestinians  and  Israelis  to  live 
in  security.  □ 
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Should  Quakers  Take  Sides? 


I* 

r . 


by  Bill  Durland 

Lamb’s  Community  Worship  Group 
(Trinidad,  CO) 

This  is  a follow-up  on  an  article  about 
Palestine  and  Israel  that  Bill  Durland 
published  in  Friends  Bulletin 
{December  2001).  Responses  to  this 
article  can  be  found  on  p.  7.  Bill  and 
his  wife  Genie  were  appointed 
Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  Friends  Peace  Team 
Project.  Activist,  professor,  attorney, 
and  historian,  Bill  recently  published  a 
book  entitled  William  Penn,  James 
Madison  and  the  Historical  Crisis  in 
American  Federalism  (see  review  on  p. 
16). 

Quakers  are  accustomed  to  not 
take  sides.  There  is  that  of 
God  in  all  of  us.  We  strive 
for  a balance  in  views,  diver- 


sity and  inclusivity,  and  avoid  argu- 
ment and  anger  which  may  make  us 
uncomfortable.  The  American  Revolu- 
tionary War  was  a violent  war  between 
nations.  We  are  pacifists,  then  and 
now,  for  the  most  part.  Taking  sides 
was  what  others  did — “God  is  on  our 
side”  each  side  would  say. 

But  Quakers  have  suffered  for  tak- 
ing sides,  when  they  saw  a just  and 
loving  cause  to  support  for  con- 
science’s sake.  A good  example  was 
Quakers  putting  themselves  on  the  line 
for  others  over  the  issue  of  slavery.  Our 
religious  principles  lead  us  to  protect 
the  victims  and  the  oppressed  of  this 
world  from  the  inhumanity  of  the  more 
powerful. 

I grew  up  in  New  York  City  where 
everybody  naturally  took  sides  and  let 
you  know  it.  Most  of  it  was  good  na- 
tured,  invigorating  and  stimulating — 
the  New  York  Yankees’  side,  the  city’s 
side,  the  extrovert’s  side,  and  the  im- 


migrants’ side,  including  a large  popu- 
lation of  Jewish  Americans.  I lived  in 
the  area  until  adulthood,  and  as  a child 
I was  a normal  kid  who  took  sides  as 
well.  I can  remember  doing  it  for  the 
first  time  for  what  we  might  call  con- 
science’s sake,  after  my  family  moved 
to  Scarsdale,  New  York. 

The  kids  loved  Mr.  Herbert  and  it 
wasn’t  for  his  athletic  acumen.  It  was 
for  his  passion  and  oneness  with  us. 
Before  dinner  we  usually  played  foot- 
ball or  baseball  in  the  park.  The  fathers 
would  arrive  home  from  work  in  New 
York  City  from  the  railroad  station, 
some  by  foot.  Mr.  Herbert  was  one  of 
those,  and  he  always  stopped  on  his 
way  home  to  be  with  us,  throwing  the 
football  or  picking  up  a baseball  bat, 
and  boy,  was  he  awful  at  it!  But  we 
loved  him  for  just  doing  it. 

Mr.  Herbert  was  Jewish.  At  first 
we  didn’t  know  and  it  wouldn’t  matter 
anyway.  We  also  didn’t  know  that  our 
neighborhood  was  “restricted”  by  law 
so  that  no  Jews  or  Negroes  could  live 
there.  One  night  I overheard  my  par- 
ents talking  about  how  Mr.  Herbert  had 
changed  his  name  and  disguised  his 
heritage  in  order  to  live  there.  I asked 
my  parents  what  our  name  was  before 
we  changed  it.  That’s  when  I found  out 
we  didn’t  have  to  change  our  name  be- 
cause we  weren’t  Jewish.  That’s  when 
I first  took  sides  intellectually.  A year 
later  I was  told  that  America  was  at 

(“ Should  Quakers  Take  Sides?”  cont.  on  page  6) 


“Did  Arafat  send  you  a check  for 
your  article?”  was  the  response  of 
Danielle’s  father  who,  at  age  18, 
joined  the  army  fighting  for  the  new 


Nolan,  whose  group  was  kidnapped 
(and  later  released)  by  the  Contras. 

Returning  from  Nicaragua,  Dan- 
ielle was  offered  a job  at  the  Quaker 


New  Middle  East 
Program  Coordinator 
in  Pasadena  AFSC  Office 


Danielle  Yariv,  the  new  co- 
ordinator for  the  AFSC  Mid- 
dle East  Program  in  Pasadena, 
CA,  first  became  involved  with  Mid- 
dle East  issues  as  a sophomore  at 
Stanford  University.  There  she  wrote  a 
controversial  editorial,  “A  Jew  Speaks 
Out  for  the  Rights  of  Palestinians,” 
that  was  published  in  the  Christian 
Science  Monitor.  She  received  over 
100  responses,  half  supportive,  the 
other  half  condemnatory.  Some  ac- 
cused her  of  being  a “self-hating  Jew.” 


state  of  Israel.  He  has  since  come  to 
feel  that  the  Occupation  and  settle- 
ments are  wrong.  “The  intifada 
[Palestinian  uprising]  changed  him,” 
recalls  Danielle.  “He  saw  that  current 
policies  are  not  good  for  either  Israelis 
or  Palestinians.” 

After  college,  Danielle  went  to 
Nicaragua  during  the  US-supported 
Contra  War,  where  she  directed  a 
technical  aid  project  for  the  Nicara- 
guan Ministry  of  Agriculture.  There 
she  met  Quakers  involved  in  Witness 
for  Peace — including  Ed  Griffin- 


UN  office,  but  ended  up  working  for 
various  progressive  groups  in  Wash- 
ingt,  DC,  including  a NGO  coalition 
monitoring  the  US  Agency  for  Interna- 
tional Development  programs. 

After  nearly  twenty  years  in 
Washington,  DC,  and  elsewhere, 
Danielle  is  glad  to  be  back  in  her 
home  town  of  Pasadena.  She  is  also 
eager  to  work  with  and  find  out 
more  about  Quakers  interested  in 
peace  in  the  Middle  East. — Anthony 
Manousos,  Whitleaf  Friends  Meeting 
( Whittier , CA). 
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(“ Should  Quakers  Take  Sides?”  corn,  from  p.  5) 

war  with  the  Nazis  who  discriminated 
against  and  exterminated  Jews.  It  was 
self-evident  to  me,  even  as  a ten-year- 
old,  that  it  was  wrong.  That’s  one  rea- 
son why  Genie  and  I,  60  years  later, 
were  called  to  be  in  the  land  of  Pales- 
tine, taking  sides  for  justice  against  dis- 
crimination and  extermination  for  con- 
science’s sake. 

World  War  II  ended,  after  much 
misery  and  more  at  stake  than  restricted 
areas — a holocaust  of  millions  of  Jews 
exterminated  after  forced  emigration 
and  segregation.  And  the  same  events 
are  now  taking  place,  from  our  own  ob- 
servations, in  the  Occupied  Territories 
of  Palestine.  Only  the  victims  have 
changed.  This  time  it  is  the  nation  of 
Israel  which  is  doing  it,  even  though 
many  Israeli  Jews  do  not  condone  their 
country’s  violence.  We  worked  side  by 
side,  committing  civil  disobedience 
against  the  violent  occupation  of  a vic- 
timized people,  with  religious  activists, 
Jewish  organizations  such  as  Rabbis  for 
Human  Rights,  Ta’ayush,  Gush  Shalom, 
B’Tselem,  and  others. 

The  takeover  in  1948  of  78  percent 
of  what  had  been  a British  League  of 
Nations  mandate  of  historic  Palestine, 
left  only  the  remaining  22  percent 
known  as  the  West  Bank,  Gaza  and  East 
Jerusalem.  The  reason,  the  Israelis  said, 
for  taking  over  all  of  Palestine  in  1967 
was  simply  that  the  first  part  they  con- 
quered was  threatened  by  the  remaining 
and  they  needed  the  space  for  security. 
So  as  what  may  be  now  repeating  itself 
in  the  United  States,  following  the  Sep- 
tember 1 1 massacre,  fear  and  insecurity 
turns  us  into  that  which  we  are  threat- 
ened by  and  democracy  and  freedom 
fall  victim  to  all  people  involved. 

Why  must  we  (Genie  and  I)  as  par- 
ticipants in  a Christian  Peacemakers 
Team,  sponsored  by  the  Friends  Peace 
Teams  Project,  take  sides  for  con- 
science’s sake?  Because,  no  matter  who 
the  victims  are,  the  powerless  and  sub- 
jugated ones,  that’s  where  we  see 
Quaker  tradition  and  experience  placing 
us,  and  sometimes  with  risk  and  accusa- 
tions. But  Mr.  Herbert  would  have 
wanted  it  that  way,  I believe. 

False  assumptions  and  precon- 


ceived conclusions  set  aside,  all  of  us 
at  one  time  or  another  have  taken  sides 
against  the  occupation  of  a neighbor’s 
land  by  aggressive  force,  the  mutilation 
of  bodies  in  war,  the  imposed  restric- 
tions of  the  conquerors  such  as  house 
arrest,  confiscation,  home  demolitions, 
legalized  torture,  ethnic  cleansing,  anti- 
Semitism,  ghettoization,  assassina- 
tions, collective  punishment  without 
due  process  of  law,  illegal  settlements 
on  others’  lands,  prohibition  of  neces- 
sary health  services,  food,  clothing  and 
shelter,  and  road  blockades  and  school 
closures.  All  of  this  is  being  done  on  a 
daily  basis  in  the  Occupied  Territories 
of  Palestine  by  Israeli  soldiers  and  set- 
tlers. 

For  me  this  is  sad  because  of  my 
tendency  to  side  with  Jews  and  Israel 

‘Many  of  us  know... 
but  refuse  to  speak  or  act  out 
We  have  been  convinced 
that  the  Palestinians  are 
the  only  terrorists 
when,  in  fact,  Israelis 
have  been  so  as  well. . .” 


from  former  memories  of  injustices 
suffered  and  great  witnesses  for  civil 
and  human  rights  in  America  by  such 
people.  But  the  tables  have  been 
turned.  Many  of  us  know  it  but  refuse 
to  speak  or  act  out.  We  have  been  con- 
vinced that  the  Palestinians  are  the 
only  terrorists  when,  in  fact,  Israelis 
have  been  so  as  well  ever  since  the  Ir- 
gun  and  Stern  Gang  began  their  terror- 
ist activities  against  the  British  and  Ar- 
abs in  1948  and  before.  The  world 
community  knows  it,  for  over  fifteen 
international  treaties  and  agreements 
have  been  violated  by  Israel  in  53  spe- 
cific provisions  which  constitute  con- 
tinuous crimes  against  peace  and  hu- 
manity. We  must  be  clear  about  the 
current  issue.  The  violations  are  taking 
place  primarily  in  the  Occupied  Terri- 
tories, not  in  the  nation  of  Israel,  ex- 
cept for  inexcusable  but  understand- 
able isolated  terrorist  activities  moti- 
vated by  a sense  of  hopelessness  cre- 
ated by  the  most  powerful  economic, 


political,  and  military  nation  in  the 
Middle  East.  The  Palestinians,  who 
suffer  terrorist  attacks  that  go  unre- 
ported in  the  press,  are  asking  for  only 
22  percent  of  their  former  land  back. 
But  America’s  self-interest  has  caused 
us,  as  a nation,  to  side  with  Goliath 
over  David  regardless  of  the  inspira- 
tion we  have  received  from  the  adoles- 
cent David  and  his  rock-throwing  at 
the  giant.  Few  Americans  know  that 
the  greatest  disparity  between  rich  and 
poor  in  the  world  is  presently  found  in 
the  nation  of  Israel. 

Israel  has  never  agreed  at  any  time 
to  return  the  remaining  22  percent  of 
the  land  conquered  in  1967  and  allow 
the  refugees  who  were  forced  there- 
from to  return  to  it.  Palestinians  have 
never  turned  down  an  offer  for  such  a 
resolution.  Terrorism,  such  as  in 
France  in  World  War  II  and  Israel  in 
1948,  has  been  supported  in  the  West 
during  military  occupation.  Ameri- 
can’s have  called  such  people 
“freedom  fighters”  in  other  wars  in 
other  times. 

Our  dream  is  that  of  Martin  Lu- 
ther King:  that  someday  Palestinian 
and  Israeli  cousins  will  join  hands,  and 
live  in  peace.  Freedom  will  ring  out 
from  the  snowcapped  mountains  of 
Lebanon  to  the  sun-baked  desert  of  the 
Negev,  from  Mt.  Hermon  in  the  north 
to  the  Red  Sea  in  the  south.  If  our 
world  is  to  be  a great  community,  this 
must  become  true.  Then  will  all  God’s 
children,  dark  and  light,  Jews  and 
Gentiles,  Israelis  and  Palestinians,  be 
able  to  join  hands  and  sing  in  the 
words  of  the  old  Negro  spiritual,  “free 
at  last,  free  at  last,  thank  God  al- 
mighty, we  are  free  at  last,”  in  that 
land  which  is  called  Holy.  □ 

Responses 
to  Bill  Durland’s 
“Israel  and  Palestine” 

[Bill  Durland  writes  that  the  following 
corrections  should  have  been  made  to 
his  article  (FB,  Dec.  2001):  p.  3,  line  15, 
end  of  first  para.:  “ 2nd  century”  should 
be  “2nd  millennium  BCE”;  p.  3,  2nd 
column,  beginning  of  2nd  para.:  “In  the 
first  century  BCE”  should  be  “In  the  4th 
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century  BCE;”  p.  4,  4th  para.:  “ In  the 
2nd  century  BCE”  should  be  “2nd  mil- 
lennium BCE.  ”7 

Dear  Editor:  I know  Bill  Durland  to 
be  a thoughtful,  caring  and  conscien- 
tious man,  so  I was  particularly  dis- 
turbed by  his  article  “Israel  and  Pales- 
tine, Report  from  a Peace  Team  Par- 
ticipant” ( FB , December  2001). 

Bill  seems  to  be  saying  that  Israelite 
military  defeats  dating  back  to  the  8th 
century  BCE  were  “punishments” — the 
result  of  God’s  promises  being  with- 
drawn— because  they  had  not  kept  the 
covenant.  To  conflate  history  and  the- 
ology in  this  way  leads  to  the  same 
dangerous  arguments  that  right-wing 
Israelis  make,  namely  that  they  are  en- 
titled to  certain  land  because  God 
promised  it  to  them.  As  the  current 
world  crisis  amply  demonstrates,  we 
need  to  be  careful  to  use  our  sacred 
texts  as  guides  for  ethical  conduct  and 
not  justifications  for  violent  and  re- 
pressive behavior. 

I agree  with  Bill  wholeheartedly 
that  “the  State  of  Israel  is  not  acting  in 
good  faith”  on  lots  of  issues  such  as 
establishing  a viable  Palestinian  State, 
protecting  human  and  civil  rights,  be- 
ing good  world  citizens,  or  even  pro- 
moting the  well-being  of  Israelis.  But 
Bill’s  five  “arguments”  are  necessarily 
oversimplifications  which  don’t  appear 
to  take  into  account  the  deeply  felt 
fears  and  historical  experiences  of  Is- 
raelis or  Palestinians.  And  in  so  little 
space,  Bill’s  “responses”  to  his  argu- 
ments cannot  do  justice  to  this  com- 
plex, volatile  and  frighteningly  danger- 
ous situation,  not  to  mention  those 
brave  Israelis  and  Palestinians  who  are 
struggling  for  a peaceful  solution. 

Finally,  I cannot  understand  why 
Bill  says  “It  is  not  ‘the  Jews’  who  are 
doing  this  [violating  Palestinian  rights, 
killing  Palestinians]  any  more  than  it 
was  ‘the  Jews’  who  killed  Christ  or  the 
Germans  (note,  no  quotes  around  Ger- 
mans) who  killed  Jews.”  In  point  of 
fact,  many  Germans  did,  actively,  ag- 
gressively go  out  and  deliberately  kill 
lots  and  lots  of  Jews  solely  because 
they  were  Jews,  and  no  Jews,  no  Jews 

(“Responses  to  Bill  Durland"  continued  on  p.  18) 


Why  Are  Some 
Nations  Rich 
and  Others 
Poor? 


Jack  Powelson  replies  . . . 

Continuing  his  dialogue  with  Friends 
begun  in  the  July -August  2001  issue 
of  Friends  Bulletin  (“Hey,  Hey,  Ho, 
Ho,  WTO  Has  Got  to  Go....”),  Jack 
Powelson,  a Quaker  economist  from 
Boulder  Meeting,  responds  to  com- 
ments by  Friends  published  in  the  Oc- 
tober 2001  issue.  Widely  traveled  and 
author  of  numerous  books,  Jack  has 
taught  economics  at  Harvard,  John 
Hopkins,  University  of  San  Andres  in 
Bolivia,  Pittsburgh  and  Colorado. 
Those  who  would  learn  more  can  or- 
der a complimentary  copy  of  Powel- 
son’s book,  Seeking  Truth  Together: 
Enabling  the  Poor  and  Saving  the 
Planet  in  the  Manner  of  Friends,  by 
sending  $2  (for  postage  and  handling) 
c/o  Friends  Bulletin,  5238  Andalucia 
Court,  Whittier,  CA  90601.  Friends 
Bulletin  takes  no  position  on  the  opin- 
ions expressed  in  this  book,  but  the 
editor  feels  that  the  questions  that 
Powelson  raises  deserve  the  thought- 
ful consideration  of  Friends.  Articles 
and  letters  reflecting  on  economic 
justice  issues  are  always  wel- 
come.— Editor. 

The  purpose  of  Seeking  Truth  To- 
gether was  “to  encourage  Friends 
to  reflect  on  economic  matters,  medi- 
tate on  proposed  policies,  and  seek 
Divine  Guidance”  in  the  manner  of 
Friends.  I hoped  to  show  how  a 
Quaker  dialogue  on  economic  issues 
could  be  based  on  concern  for  truth 
(factual  accuracy)  and  for  Truth 
(moral  validity/spiritual  insight).  For 
this  reason,  I am  answering  the  objec- 
tions of  those  Friends  who  have  re- 
sponded to  my  article. 

Early  on  in  his  letter  criticizing 
my  article  on  the  World  Trade  Or- 


ganization (WTO),  W.M.  Kirkpatrick 
writes:  “Powelson’s  article  is  filled 
with  conclusions  that  have  no  founda- 
tion in  fact.  Powelson  tells  us,  for  ex- 
ample, that  the  WTO  ‘is  the  culmina- 
tion of  seven  decades  of  talks...’  Oh? 
I’d  like  to  know  the  identity  of  the 
WTO’s  predecessors.  Where  does 
Powelson  get  his  information?” 

I will  answer  these  questions.  The 
WTO  was  preceded  by  regular  interna- 
tional conferences  taking  place  since 
the  1930s  under  the  aegis  of  the  Gen- 
eral Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade 
(GATT).  These  conferences  gradually 
reduced  worldwide  tariffs  from  their 
highs  of  1929,  and  out  of  them  the  WTO 
was  founded  in  1995.  On  the  second 
question,  my  information  comes  from  a 
professional  lifetime  of  researching, 
teaching,  and  advising  on  international 
economics,  finance,  and  development.  I 
have  taught  at  Harvard,  Johns  Hopkins, 
and  the  University  of  Colorado,  among 
others,  and  I have  done  professional 
service  in  thirty-five  countries  in  Europe, 
Asia,  Africa,  and  Latin  America.  To  see 
my  bio,  visit  http://spot.colorado.edu/ 
-powelsoj,  which  lists  my  seventeen 
books  and  many  articles. 

He  goes  on  to  cite  my  belief  that 
“nations  that  trade  most  are  the  ones 
that  promote  prosperity”  and  asks  if  I 
have  never  heard  of  colonialism.  Al- 
low me  to  explain  how  an  economic 
historian  would  answer  that  question. 
List  all  the  possible  causes  of  eco- 
nomic prosperity,  including  both  trade 
and  colonialism  (and  many  more). 
Carefully  examine  how  each  has  re- 
lated, in  time  periods  and  other  causa- 
tion, to  economic  prosperity. 
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Doing  that,  one  finds  that  the 
greatest  imperialists  of  twenty  centu- 
ries were  Rome,  Russia,  Spain,  Portu- 
gal, Ottoman  Turkey,  Mongolia,  the 
Incas,  the  Aztecs,  and  the  Islamic 
countries.  None  of  these  became 
wealthy.  Britain  and  France  were  also 
imperialists,  to  a much  lesser  degree, 
but  their  wealth  correlates  much  more 
closely  with  inventiveness,  innovation, 
and  trade.  No,  the  rich  nations  did  not 
get  rich  by  stealing  from  the  poor. 

Kirkpatrick  minimizes  my  find- 
ings from  walking  through  the  slums 
of  Latin  America  and  visits  to  facto- 
ries, referring  instead  to  Julia  Qui- 
nonez, who  has  lived  there.  True,  there 
are  many  desperate  poor,  and  trade 
alone  has  not  conquered  poverty.  It  is 
always  possible  to  pick  someone  who 
is  poor  and  to  say,  “Look,  trade  has 
not  solved  poverty.”  How  would  the 
economic  historian  answer  this  chal- 
lenge? 

The  question — why  are  some 
countries  rich  and  others  poor? — is 
extremely  complex,  associated  with 
many  forces  (some  positive,  some 
negative)  besides  trade.  After  teaching 
economic  development  for  thirteen 
years,  in  1970  I cast  aside  my  econom- 
ics (without  forgetting  it)  and  delved 
into  history  to  seek  an  answer.  Only 
fifteen  years  later,  after  extensive 
reading,  did  I sense  a reason,  and  for 
the  next  seven  years  I wrote  the  book 
(and  five  supporting  books).  I have  not 
proved  that  my  reasons  are  correct, 
and  some  historians  cite  other  reasons. 
But  I did  receive  positive  reviews  in 
the  scholarly  journals.  Here  are  the 
reasons  that  I perceived: 

First,  in  the  more  advanced  socie- 
ties, northwestern  Europe  and  Japan, 
power  was  gradually — over  centu- 
ries— taken  away  from  rulers  (kings, 
emperors,  church,  shogun,  nobility) 
and  made  to  rest  in  “lower”  classes 
(merchants,  traders,  farmers,  manufac- 
turers), who  seized  the  opportunity  to 
invent  and  innovate,  and  to  save  and 
raise  capital.  The  rulers  tried  to  confis- 
cate their  product  and  their  capital,  but 
they  did  not  succeed.  Keeping  the 
profits  for  the  producer  was  a prime 
incentive. 

Second,  the  innovators  of  north- 


western Europe  traded  widely.  They 
negotiated  the  rules  of  trade,  debt  re- 
payment, and  property  ownership 
among  themselves,  not  allowing  the 
ruler  to  impose  them.  By  practicing 
these  rules,  they  developed  trust  for 
one  another. 

Third,  over  the  last  fifty  years, 
Taiwan,  Korea,  Singapore,  and  Hong 
Kong  have  lifted  themselves  from 
Third  World  poverty  to  average  wages 
equal  to  many  European  countries. 
They  did  so  mainly  by  allowing  their 
people  to  trade  freely. 

“Those  who  pick  out  a 
single  individual  or  single 
cause,  such  as  “market”  or 
“trade”  or  “colonialism” 
and  relate  that  cause  alone 
to  worldwide  poverty 
do  not  appreciate 
the  complexity.” 

Those  who  pick  out  a single  indi- 
vidual or  single  cause,  such  as 
“market”  or  “trade”  or  “colonialism” 
and  relate  that  cause  alone  to  world- 
wide poverty  do  not  appreciate  the 
complexity.  How  do  Kirkpatrick  and 
Sandy  Perry  arrive  at  their  explana- 
tions that  colonialism  is  the  major 
cause,  and  trade  is  not? 

Jean  Gerard  complains  that  I have 
not  given  as  much  space  to  the  argu- 
ments of  opponents  of  the  WTO  as  I 
have  to  those  in  favor.  She  is  right. 
Arguments  innocent  of  the  complexi- 
ties of  economics  take  less  space  than 
arguments  that  understand  them.  She 
also  brings  up  “fair  trade”  as  opposed 
to  “free  trade.”  Free  trade  means  that 
any  two  individuals,  or  companies, 
may  strike  a bargain  that  each  consid- 
ers to  his  or  her  benefit.  “Fair  trade” 
means  that  someone  else,  like  a gov- 
ernment (or  Quakers?)  tells  them  what 
is  “fair”  and  what  is  not.  Particularly 
in  dictatorial  regimes,  this  power  is 
dangerous.  My  understanding  of  his- 
tory tells  me  that  economic  prosperity 
is  related  to  free  rather  than  govern- 
ment-directed trade.  In  fact,  the  most 
prosperous  nations  took  power  away 


from  the  ruler  and  vested  it  in  the 
“lower”  people.  “Fair  trade”  would 
return  that  power  to  the  ruler.  Mostly, 
“fair”  is  what  suits  the  ruler. 

I do  agree  with  Gerard,  however, 
that  the  WTO  ought  to  be  more  open 
in  its  discussions. 

Perry  relies  heavily  on  David 
Korten’s  book,  When  Corporations 
Rule  the  World.  I have  read  that  book. 
It  begins  with  a thesis  and  “proves”  it 
by  selective  perception:  citing  evi- 
dence in  its  favor,  and  ignoring  all 
else.  In  a book  review  comparing  my 
book,  The  Moral  Economy,  with  that 
of  Korten,  Paul  Heyne,  economist 
with  the  University  of  Washington, 
asks:  “How  can  intelligent  and  in- 
formed people  with  almost  identical 
concerns  construct  such  contradictory 
recommendations  for  a world  they 
have  in  common?  Let  me  suggest  the 
answer.  Powelson  employs  the  per- 
spective of  economic  theory.  Korten, 
on  the  other  hand,  tells  us  in  the  pro- 
logue to  his  book  that  he  is  proud  of  not 
having  studied  economics.”  Heyne  goes 
on  to  say  that  The  Moral  Economy  is 
“rich  in  insights,  instructive  examples, 
and  practical  proposals.” 

I regret  that  Alan  White  wrote  out 
of  anger,  because  this  may  have 
turned  him  to  name  calling  rather  than 
rational  discussion  [Alan  White’s  let- 
ter appears  on  p.  9 of  this  issue — 
Ed.].  He  called  my  thinking 
“phoniness”  without  saying  why.  I 
cannot  answer  most  of  his  points,  be- 
cause much  of  his  outrage  is  indicated 
by  generalities  rather  than  answerable 
specifics.  But  in  some  cases,  I can.  I 
have  no  idea  where  White  got  his 
“data”  that  Mexican  wages  and  pur- 
chasing power  both  declined  signifi- 
cantly since  NAFTA,  because  he 
doesn’t  say.  However,  had  he  con- 
sulted the  International  Labor  Organi- 
zation’s Yearbook  of  Labor  Statistics 
(2000),  he  would  have  discovered  on 
page  838  that  average  Mexican  wages 
increased  by  88.5%  from  1995  to 
1999,  while  (p.  1064)  consumer  prices 
went  up  by  88.0%.  So  the  Mexican 
worker  was  just  about  as  well  off  in 
the  later  year  as  in  the  earlier.  White 
would  also  force  the  urban  poor  to 
pay  high  prices  for  com  grown  by  in- 
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efficient  Mexican  farmers.  If  his  pro- 
posal were  accepted,  their  children 
might  be  driven  to  starvation  because 
they  cannot  buy  cheaper  com  from  the 
United  States.  For  their  part,  Mexican 
farmers  should  either  improve  their 
productivity  or  take  jobs  elsewhere. 
Ultimately,  they  will  be  forced  to  do 
that,  so  the  sooner  they  get  on  with  it 
the  better. 

For  twenty-five  years  I have  been 
disappointed  by  the  “Liberal  Left”  for 
two  reasons:  (1)  They  start  with  their 
conclusions.  They  “know”  the  reason 
for  poverty  (or  something  else)  and 
seek  the  “causes”  that  fit  their 
“knowledge,”  omitting  others.  They 
do  not  start  thinking  with  a clean  mind 
nor  do  they  use  time-honored  research 
methods.  It  is  the  same  with  the 
“Reactionary  Right.”  (2)  They  make 
generalizations  as  if  “everybody” 
knows  they  are  right,  so  they  don’t 
need  to  show  the  supporting  specifics. 
For  example,  Gerard  says  my  argu- 
ments favor  the  already-rich  nations 
but  does  not  say  how.  Perry  says  the 
plight  of  the  poor  “has  everything  to 
do  with  the  ongoing  failure  of  the  mar- 
ket” without  explaining  how.  Actually, 
I think  there  are  quite  different  expla- 
nations, and  that  the  persistence  of 
poverty  has  occurred  despite  the  suc- 
cesses of  the  market.  He  goes  on  to 
say  that  “the  Chinese  economy  to- 
day... is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
world’s  strongest”  without  saying  in 
what  way  or  who  thinks  so.  (Many, 
including  me,  think  this  is  not  so.) 
There  is  not  the  space  to  explain  my 
findings  here,  but  you  will  find  the 
explanations  in  my  free,  online  letter. 
The  Classic  Liberal  Quaker,  which  I 
discuss  below. 

But  there  is  a special  reason  for 
disappointment  with  the  three  letters 
and  one  article  that  criticized  my  stand 
on  trade.  The  authors  attack  me  per- 
sonally, questioning  my  integrity. 
Kirkpatrick  uses  guilt  by  secondary 
association,  because  I quoted  some- 
thing from  the  Heritage  Foundation, 
which  happens  to  be  praised  by  Rush 
Limbaugh  (someone  whom  I loathe). 
He  also  ridicules  me,  saying  I raise 
“silly”  questions  without  saying  what 
is  silly  about  them.  Perry,  the  gentlest 


of  my  critics,  nevertheless  refers  to  her 
“honest  appraisal”  of  history  as  if 
mine  is  dishonest.  Kirkpatrick’s  sar- 
casm-in-lieu-of-argument  is  somewhat 
less  than  fully  persuasive.  White  in- 
sults my  postulates,  not  by  answering 
them,  but  by  calling  them 
“fantasizing”  and  “a  waste  of  time  and 
space.”  Is  he  interested  in  discussing 
our  different  world  views,  or  is  he 
content  with  belittling  me?  None  of 
this  is  the  way  Quakers  ought  to  treat 
each  other,  or  anyone. 

Six  months  ago  I initiated  a free 
electronic  newsletter,  The  Classic  Lib- 
eral Quaker,  whose  purpose  is  to  con- 
sider these  and  similar  questions  from 
the  perspective  of  an  economic  histo- 


Drawing  of  Jack 
Powelson  by 
Robin  Powelson — 
based  on  a photo 
by  Tony  Umile 


rian.  Thirty-three  topics  include  China, 
the  WTO,  multinational  corporations, 
sweatshops,  debt  forgiveness,  environ- 
mentalism, global  warming,  and  why 
Islamic  guerrillas  hate  us.  To  see  these 
Letters,  visit  http://clq.quaker.org.  In 
them  you  will  find  explanations  for 
generalizations  I have  made  here  (on 
the  role  of  trade,  causes  of  poverty, 
etc.)  To  subscribe  (free)  send  an 
empty  E-mail  (no  subject,  no  message) 
to  clq-subscribe@quaker.org.  To  un- 
subscribe, do  the  same,  using 
“unsubscribe”  instead  of  “subscribe.” 

I appreciate  the  positive  com- 
ment by  Jim  Kimball.  Thank  you  for 
listening  to  me. — Your  friend,  Jack 
Powelson 


Other  Friends’ 
Responses 

Dear  Editor,  Thank  you  for  another 
good  issue  of  Friends  Bulletin  (July- 
August  2001),  especially  the  timeli- 
ness of  writing  devoted  to  economic 
justice  and  world  trade.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  Jack  Powelson’ s pseudo- 
dialogue, the  articles  were  excellent, 
especially  “Speaking  Truth  to  Trade” 
by  Larry  Leaman  Miller. 

But  Friend  Powelson  made  me 
quite  angry,  not  only  because  of  the 
phoniness  of  discussion,  but  also  be- 
cause he  advocates  the  basic  principles 
of  capitalism,  which  together  with  ex- 
ploitative technologies  and  an  explod- 
ing birthrate,  are  the  very  things  de- 
stroying us.  Of  course,  trade  is  benefi- 
cial, but  it  is  the  hyper-promotion  of 
the  values  of  consumption  and  growth, 
so  easy  for  economists  with  their 
reams  of  superficial  data  and  business 
models,  and  always  done  to  the  great 
exclusion  of  human  and  environmental 
considerations — that  is  strangling  both 
the  poor  of  the  world  and  nature  her- 
self. 

He  says  nothing,  for  example, 
about  the  “race  to  the  bottom”  that  the 
North  American  Free  Trade  Agree- 
ment (NAFTA)  has  forced  upon  Mex- 
ico. In  spite  of  the  growth  of  border 
assembly  plants  and  the  shanty-towns 
they  engender,  wages  in  Mexico  since 
NAFTA’s  passage  (1994)  have  fallen 
13%,  from  $2.18  an  hour  to  $1.89  an 
hour,  while  the  purchasing  power 
shrank  39%.  Still,  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  Mexicans,  formerly  subsis- 
tence farmers,  have  flocked  to  the  bor- 
der for  these  jobs.  Why?  Because 
when  trade  barriers  to  import  crops 
from  other  countries  (such  as  com 
from  the  USA),  and  government  subsi- 
dies were  eliminated,  these  people 
could  not  sell  their  produce  to  their 
own  fellow  citizens,  who  buy  the 
cheaper  American  products,  naturally. 

Of  course,  it  is  wrong  for  govern- 
ments to  oppress  their  citizens  and  his- 
torically there  has  been  suffering 
caused  by  government  in  the  name  of 
socially  beneficial  policies.  But  now 

( “Friends  ’ Responses,  ” continued  on  page  1 7) 
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Focus  on  the  Spirit 


Pastoral  care  and 
Friendly  Visitation 

by  Stanford  J.  Searl,  Jr. 

Santa  Monica  (CA)  Meeting 

When  Stan  Searl  heard  the  term 
“visitation” — Quakerese  for  visiting 
those  in  need — he  was  dubious.  The 
term  seemed  formal  and  antiquated. 
But  when  he  himself  was  hospitalized 
and  received  “visitations”  from 
Friends,  his  ideas  changed.  Soon  he 
himself  became  a Friendly  visitor 
and  found  it  to  be  a deeply  healing 
experience.  Here  are  some  of  his  ob- 
servations about  this  form  of  minis- 
try.— Editor. 

I felt  blessed  by  these  friendly  vis- 
its when  I was  hospitalized.  They 
were  a form  of  “visitation,”  I sup- 
pose, in  the  sense  that  I felt  a wonder- 
fully divine  gift  flowing  into  my  life  as 
a consequence  of  these  visits.  From  my 
view,  both  as  giver  and  receiver  of 
these  visits,  I continue  to  feel  these 
connections  as  a form  of  ministry — one 
in  which  genuine  healing  may  be  pos- 
sible. 

Of  course,  there  are  certain  things 
that  make  these  visits  work,  that  allow 
them  to  be  filled  with  the  Spirit.  There 
are  also  challenges  and  difficulties.  For 
what  they  are  worth,  here  are  some  of 
my  observations  about  what  my  visits 
with  members  of  our  wonderful 
Quaker  community  in  Santa  Monica, 
CA,  has  meant  to  me. 

There’s  something  about  intention 
that  really  matters.  For  example,  it 
helps  me  to  remember  that  I want  to  be 
a good  Quaker;  or  better  stated,  I want 
to  enter  more  fully  into  my  identity  as  a 
Quaker.  It  helps  me  to  proclaim  it,  to 
state  it,  to  believe  that  it’s  so.  It  also 
helps  to  remember  that  there’s  the  po- 
tential for  love  in  my  heart  and  that  this 


love  needs  to  be  prac- 
ticed. That’s  why  I 
pray:  Please  God,  al- 
low me  to  occupy  this 
role  as  a public 
Quaker,  a praying 
Quaker,  a person  who 
intends  to  be  deeply 
engaged  in  listening 
and  prayer  as  essential 
parts  of  my  identity. 

Assuming  this  role 

as  a public,  everyday  Quaker,  I’m  will- 
ing to  pray,  both  silently  and  aloud.  It 
reminds  me  that  I’m  on  these  visits,  be- 
ing with  other  Friends,  as  a bearer  of 
God’s  spirit  and  God’s  love  in  our  com- 
munity. It’s  a relief  to  realize  that  this 

role,  this  position  as  visitor,  is  not  about 
me,  not  about  the  ego,  not  about  the 

self.  Hence,  even  though  I have  all  of 
my  typical  issues  and  difficulties  as  a 
person,  it’s  OK:  God’s  love  can  flow 
through  me — this  love,  this  caring,  this 
listening,  all  of  these  miraculous  as- 
pects of  this  role,  don’t  depend  upon 
my  being  perfect — or  even  good.  Even 
in  the  midst  of  serious  doubts  and  im- 
perfections, I can  be  used  by  the  Spirit. 

There’s  a ministry  connected  to 
listening.  When  visiting  people  in  their 
homes  or  elsewhere.  I’m  there  to  pay 
attention  to  them,  to  listen  to  them  and 
to  allow  the  Spirit  its  place  in  the  con- 
versation. I think  that  this  ministry  of 
listening,  this  willingness  to  pay  deep 
attention  to  others,  can  be  transforming. 

Doing  these  visits  with  other  Quak- 
ers makes  a difference.  When  I do  such 
visits  with  other  Friends,  I feel  a syn- 
ergy — a certain  flow  and  connected 
quality — that  magnify  the  acts  of  the 
Spirit.  I feel  encouraged  by  the  presence 
of  other  Quakers  as  we  listen  together, 
pray  for  one  another,  and  hold  onto  one 
another  in  love  and  communion. 

The  silence  also  matters,  because  in 
the  silence  of  worship,  even  in  a noisy 
hospital  room  or  in  a home  with  traffic 


“Inward Journey”  by  hucy  Mclver 

and  other  noises  coming  into  us,  I feel 
more  settled,  more  “centered  down.” 
There’s  a “daily-ness”  involved,  a 
waiting,  a centering  aspect,  a form  of 
being  still  and  knowing  God  together. 
I love  this  being  together  in  these  ways 
with  other  Quakers.  I’m  thankful  for 
all  those  who  are  my  companions  in 
this  ministry. 

Finally,  I can  testify  from  my  own 
experience  that  this  kind  of  Quaker 
visiting — this  spiritual  discipline  of 
listening,  centering  down  in  silence, 
and  being  present  with  others — can 
become  a form  of  healing  for  every- 
one. For  in  visiting,  listening,  and 
praying  with  others,  I have  felt  healed. 

Thanks  be  to  God.  □ 

Out  of  the  Silence:  Quaker  Perspec- 
tives on  Pastoral  Care  and  Counsel- 
ing. Edited  by  J.  Bill  Ratliff;  Pendle 
Hill  Publications;  Wallingford,  PA; 
2001;  paperback;  325  pages;  $18.00 
Reviewed  by  Kirsten  Backstrom, 
Multnomah  Friends  Meeting 
(Portland,  OR). 

The  contributors  whose  chapters 
appear  in  Out  of  the  Silence  represent 
a wide  variety  of  perspectives  on  pas- 
toral care  and  counseling.  Though  all 
of  them  come  out  of  the  Religious  So- 
ciety of  Friends,  they  represent  a vari- 
ety of  perspectives  on  Quaker  faith  in 
its  pastoral  expression.  Both  pro- 
grammed and  unprogrammed  Friends 
speak  here  about  worship  and  prayer, 
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about  the  testimonies  and  essential  ten- 
ets of  Quaker  belief,  about  community 
and  social  responsibility.  We  hear  the 
voices  of  ministers,  therapists,  teach- 
ers, healers,  chaplains,  counselors,  ac- 
tivists and  elders  as  they  address  some 
of  the  challenges  and  joys  they  have 
encountered  in  their  work  and  in  their 
own  spiritual  lives. 

In  his  chapter  entitled  “Pastoral 
Care  Across  Cultures,”  the  editor  Bill 
Ratliff  writes,  “Expecting  God  to  be 
present  and  give  us  what  we  need  in 
caring  for  another,  when  we  do  not 
have  an  ongoing  relationship  with  God, 
is  presumptuous.  Worship  must  be  a 
regular  part  of  our  lives,  so  that  when 
the  occasion  for  pastoral  care  arises, 
the  God  who  provides  the  resources 
and  love  is  readily  present  in  and  be- 
tween us”  (64-65). 

This  statement  might  be  consid- 
ered a “given”  for  all  of  these  contribu- 
tors: in  order  to  work  with  and  care  for 
others,  we  must  cultivate  our  spiritual 
lives  and  our  relationship  with  God. 
Specifically,  each  contributor  concen- 
trates on  the  role  that  Quaker  faith 
plays  in  pastoral  care.  Many  chapters 
tell  of  counseling  and  healing  work 
with  people  who  are  “in  crisis”  or  “at 
risk.”  Others  write  of  “Meeting  for 
Worship  as  Pastoral  Care,”  “Worship 
with  Children,”  and  “The  Formation  of 
a Quaker  Chaplain’s  Identity.”  All  ad- 
dress issues  such  as  discernment,  com- 
munication, confrontation,  compas- 
sion, and  listening  in  a pastoral  care 
context  from  a Quaker  point  of  view. 

Ingrid  Fabianson  sums  up  not  only 
her  own  chapter  on  “Friends  Ministry 
and  Addiction,”  but  the  book  as  a 
whole  when  she  writes:  “I  believe  my 
Quaker  faith  informs  my  pastoral  care 
on  many  levels,  providing  me  with  per- 
sonal strength  and  opportunity  for  con- 
tinuing spiritual  development.  Quaker- 
ism also  gives  me  resources  with 
which  I can  help  others.  I am  a more 
effective  counselor  because  of  the  use 
of  silence,  reflection,  prophetic  wit- 
nessing, and  belief  in  the  deep  mystery 
of  faith.  I am  able  to  attend  to  my 
counselees  with  a centered  presence 
because  I listen  for  the  guidance  of  the 
Spirit  and  because  I respect  that  of  God 


in  everyone.  Quaker  faith  encourages 
me  to  look  at  people  through  the  lens 
of  peace  and  justice  that  I may  under- 
stand the  eroding  consequences  of  ra- 
cism, classism,  and  poverty....  Being  a 
Quaker  influences  and  informs  my 
ministry.  The  Light  continues  to  hold 
me  and  to  call  me  to  my  deepest  long- 
ing: to  serve  God  and  to  have  a peace- 
ful heart.  To  serve  God  and  to  have  a 
peaceful  heart  are  gifts  I also  want  to 
give  my  people.  This  ministry  is  a min- 
istry of  the  head  and  of  the  heart”  (119- 
120). 


A Response  to 
Kirsten  Backstrom 

Bob  Murphy  of  Sheridan,  WY, 
writes:  I find  Kirsten  Backstrom’ s 
article  “Paradox  of  Pain”  ( FB , Janu- 
ary, 2002)  absolutely  beautiful.  It  is 
also  very  reassuring  to  me,  with  my 
low  tolerance  for  pain.  (I’ve  had  little 
of  it  so  far.) 

I’d  like  to  share  with  Friends 
Bulletin  readers  my  most  recent  con- 
tribution to  “Pastors  Corner,”  a col- 
umn for  the  Sheridan  Press  which  I 
write  in  weekly  rotation  with  other 
pastors  in  Sheridan,  Wyoming  (not 


Montana,  as  you  wrote  in  FB,  Dec., 
P-  17). 

“Heaven” 

by  Bob  Murphy 
Sheridan,  WY,  WG 

I’m  86.  That  means  I’m  getting  near 
the  end  of  my  life.  I expect — and 
long — to  melt  back  into  God  when  I 
die.  I will  be  like  a single  drop  of  rain 
longing  to  lose  itself  in  the  ocean  from 
which  it  came,  and  toward  which  it  is 
now  falling. 

My  dying  will  be  hard,  for  a while, 
on  people  who  love  me.  It  will  be  very 
hard  for  me  to  leave  those  who  help  to 
shape  my  life. 

But  I can’t  imagine  anything 
more  wonderful  than  melting  back 
into  the  God  of  infinite  beauty,  from 
whom  I came.  □ 

On  the  Way 

by  Peter  Anderson 

Holy  One, 

our  voices  ride  in  Your  Voice 
as  rainbows  swim  this  mountain 
stream... 

they  streak  down  cobbled  shallows 
they  dodge  the  split  wave  stones, 
they  glide  in  behind  granite  boulders 
delving  into  the  green  pools 
where  light  and  shadow  bend  round 
one  another 

where  deeper  yet,  the  current 
swirls  still 

where,  for  a while,  they  will  rest, 
then  again  rising...  then  again  rising. 
Let  the  clear  water  run.  □ 

Peter  Anderson,  through  the  Clear  Creek 
Writing  Center  in  Crestone,  Colorado, 
offers  retreats  throughout  the  year  for 
writers  of  faith.  Writer  as  Contemplative, 
a four  day  retreat,  will  be  offered  April 
24-27,  October  10-13,  and  January  1-4 
(2003).  Writing  with  the  Psalms,  a 
shorter  weekend  retreat  will  be  offered 
November  15-17.  For  more  information. 
E-mail  Peter  Anderson  at  otterson@fone. 
net  or  write  Clear  Creek  Writing  Center, 
Box  904,  Crestone,  CO  81131. 
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Poems  and  Reflections 


Light  in  the  darkness 


by  Susanne  Radcliffe  Wilson 
Berkeley  (CA)  Friends  Meeting 


Out  of  an  ocean  of  darkness 

Dust-covered  ghosts  seek  the  light 
Eyes  that  saw  hell  all  around  them 
Gaze  in  confusion  and  fright 
Firemen  rush  forward  to  help  them 
Offer  them  comfort  and  aid 
Helpers  with  arms  to  support  them 
Solace  for  hearts  so  afraid 


Yet  the  spirit  of  hope  is  not  vanquished 
It  ignites  in  the  songs  on  the  street 
Sparks  a light  in  our  hearts  like  a candle 
The  guidance  our  souls  need  to  heed 

Our  minds  cannot  hold  the  unthinkable 
Terror  too  dark  to  conceive 
We  can  mourn  the  sad  losses  of  thousands 
Tears  fall  in  a pool  way  too  deep 
We  must  gather  our  families  around  us 
Make  a home  for  the  lonely  and  lost 
Rest  a hand  on  the  arm  of  a stranger 
Pause  before  counting  the  cost 

Yet  the  spirit  of  hope  is  not  vanquished 
It  ignites  in  the  songs  on  the  street 
Sparks  a light  in  our  hearts  like  a candle 
The  guidance  our  souls  need  to  heed 


Oh  beautiful, 
our  Planet  Earth 

(to  the  tune  of  “America  the  Beautiful) 

by  L.  Willard  Reynolds* 

Oh  beautiful,  our  Planet  Earth, 

Our  home  among  the  stars ! 

One  People  we,  one  Family, 

One  dwelling-place  is  ours! 

O God  above!  O God  of  Love! 

Bid  fears  and  lighting  cease; 

And  make  our  dear  terrestrial  sphere 
A domicile  of  Peace!. 


Each  person  must  seek  her  own  values 
Each  family  prays  its  own  way 
Each  culture  must  dance  its  own  dances 
Each  nation  will  hold  its  own  sway 
But  in  times  of  such  darkness  and  horror 
We  must  seek  the  light  that  inspires 
That  embraces  the  globe  and  its  peoples 
In  a robe  of  compassion,  not  a pyre 

Yet  the  spirit  of  hope  is  not  vanquished 
It  ignites  in  the  songs  on  the  street 
Sparks  a light  in  our  hearts  like  a candle 
The  guidance  our  souls  need  to  heed.  □ 


* Sabron  Newton,  a Friend  from  Whittier,  California,  writes:  My  fa- 
ther, L.  Willard  Reynolds,  composed  this  “5th  Stanza  to  ‘America  the 
Beautiful”  and  printed  his  verse  with  the  familiar  photo  of  the  earth 
from  space  and  sent  it  out  with  his  1983  Christmas  greetings.  It  seems 
as  relevant  today  as  ever. 

My  father  was  a Quaker  his  entire  life  (1893-1990)  during  which  he 
helped  Friends  clean  up  the  mess  in  France  after  WWI,  taught  in 
the  last-to-be-laid-down  of  the  Quaker  schools  for  African  Ameri- 
cans set  up  in  the  South  after  the  Civil  War,  attended  the  1937 
World  Conference  of  Friends,  sat  on  a regional  AFSC  Board,  and 
served  several  meetings  in  Iowa,  Western,  and  New  York  Yearly 
Meetings  as  a pastor.  □ 
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INTRODUCING  God  calls  people  to  ministry  from  all  walks  of 
E S R ACCESS  |jfe — ancj  unpredictably.  A banker  leaves  an 

executive  position,  with  all  of  its  material  perks, 
to  pursue  pastoral  ministry.  A college  graduate,  freshly  returned  from  a service 
learning  project,  understands  that  integrating  the  power  of  the  Gospel  with 
humanitarian  efforts  multiplies  the  results.  A quiet  member  of  a church  or 
meeting,  after  years  of  consistent 


service  in  small  ways,  recognizes 
a yearning  within  to  embrace 
ministry  with  deeper 
commitment  and  greater  skill.  A 
healthcare  worker  tires  of 
administrative  bureaucracy, 
certain  that  caring  for  the 
emotional  and  spiritual  needs  of 
individuals  demands  a higher 
priority. 


For  many  people  who  receive  God’s  unexpected  but 
undeniable  call,  full-time  seminary  education  may 
seem  impossible.  The  desire  for  additional 
preparation  and  training  is  set  against  family 
obligations  or  ongoing  ministry  commitments; 
re-location,  particularly,  may  pose  insurmountable 
difficulties.  If  your  leaning  toward  seminary 
education  seems  blocked  by  obstacles  of  distance 
and  time,  you  might  be  ready  for  some  good  news. 


Earlham  School  of  Religion  created  ESR  Access 
with  you  in  mind. 
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ESR  Access:  Distributed  education. 


Since  1960,  the  School  of  Religion  has  provided 
seminary  education  steeped  in  the  heritage  of  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends  (Quakers).  Now  ESR  Access 
offers  easier  access,  making  this  distinctive  seminary 
education  widely  available  through  a program  of  study 
that  combines  on-line  course  work  with  short-term 
intensive  courses  on  the  ESR  campus. 

With  ESR  Access,  learning  to  lead  and  minister  in  th< 
manner  of  Friends  no  longer  requires  a move  to 
Richmond.  Distributed  education  combines  academic 
courses,  interaction  with  our  excellent  faculty,  and 
communal  exchange  to  deliver  programs  that  invite  the 
fresh  moving  of  God's  Spirit  in  your  life  and  work. 


Four  times  per  year — in  August  and  May  at  our 
campus  in  Richmond,  Indiana,  and  in  October  and 
January  at  our  regional  sites — you  complete  assigned 


reading  and  then  spend  two  weeks  learning  with  a 
community  of  other  ESR  students.  With  basic  computer 
skills  and  an  Internet  connection,  you  can  participate  in 
on-line  courses  during  semesters  one  and  two.  Courses 
earn  credit  toward  a Master  of  Divinity  or  Master  of 
Ministry  degree. 

Education  in  the  manner  of  Friends. 

George  Fox,  founder  of  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends,  wrote  that  “Jesus  Christ  has  come  to  teach  his 
people  himself.”  Believing  those  words,  ESR  fashioned  a 
preparation  for  ministry  that  cultivates  the  practice  of 
listening  for  and  to  the  voice  of  God.  This  emphasis  has 
led  to  holistic  education,  which  integrates  the 
academic,  the  practical  and  the  spiritual.  As  people 
learn  and  lead  with  such  a program,  the  experience  of 
spiritual  formation — rooted  in  the  Quaker  practices  of 
discernment  and  obedience  to  the  Holy  Spirit’s 
leadings — brings  about  personal  transformation. 


Yet  the  spirit  of  hope  is  not  vanquished 
It  ignites  in  the  songs  on  the  street 
Sparks  a light  in  our  hearts  like  a candle 
The  guidance  our  souls  need  to  heed.  □ 


the  last-to-be-laid-down  of  the  Quaker  schools  for  African  Ameri- 
cans set  up  in  the  South  after  the  Civil  War,  attended  the  1937 
World  Conference  of  Friends,  sat  on  a regional  AFSC  Board,  and 
served  several  meetings  in  Iowa,  Western,  and  New  York  Yearly 
Meetings  as  a pastor.  □ 
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The  Program  Design 


Two  on-line  courses  (Semesters  One  and  Two) 

ESR’s  on-line  courses  are  content-rich,  providing 
superb  opportunities  for  learning.  Multi-media  formats 
are  used  to  create  engaging  learning  environments. 
Electronic  discussions  and  student  presentations  allow 
community  learning  to  continue  in  ways  that  promote 
characteristic  ESR  educational  quality.  To  participate  in 
these  courses,  students  must  have  basic  computer  skills 
and  access  to  the  Internet.  The  following  computer 
specifications  are  adequate  for  the  program: 

• A Pentium-based  or  MAC  G3/G4  computer.  233  Mhz  or 
faster  recommended,  with  a minimum  of  64MB  of 
RAM  (128  recommended). 

• Windows  95.  98.  ME  NT  4.0,  or  2000  (ME  or  2000 
recommended  for  newer  systems),  or  MAC  OS  8.6  or 
higher  (OS  9 recommended). 

• SVGA  capable  monitor,  (17”  or  larger  high  resolution 
monitor  highly  recommended). 

• You  will  also  probably  want  a sound  card  with 
speakers  and/or  headphones.  A microphone  may  be 
required  for  some  courses. 

• Software  requirements  will  vary  course  by  course.  At 
the  very  least  you  will  need  an  Internet  browser  (the 
latest  version  of  Internet  Explorer  or  Netscape 
recommended)  and  a sophisticated  word  processor. 


Earlham  School  of 
Religion  is  a Christian 
graduate  theological 
school  in  the  Quaker 
tradition. 

ESR  prepares  women 
and  men  for  leadership 
that  empowers  and  for 
ministry  that  serves. 

This  mission  grows  out 
of  our  belief  that  God 
calls  everyone  to 
ministry. 

Using  a transformative 
model  of  education,  ESR 
encourages  students  to 
explore  the  intellectual, 
spiritual,  and  practical 
dimension  of  their  calls 
to  ministry. 
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the  group  about  the  situation  of  home- 
less people  in  San  Diego.  He  said  that 
there  are  over  6,000  homeless  people  in 
San  Diego  and  only  2,000  beds.  Many 
other  homeless  people  live  outside  the 
city  in  the  canyons.  The  situation  has 
worsened  because  of  the  recent  recession. 


For  one  week  in  June,  2001,  Mariagnes 
Medrud  and  her  friend,  Peggy  Guy, 
brought  hand  puppets  into  the  summer 
school  program  at  Lone  Man  School  in 
Oglala,  South  Dakota.  Children  invented 
and  performed  puppet  shows,  spontane- 
ously creating  a story  to  teach  kids  not 


WEST 

Women’s  Theology  Confer- 
ence will  be  held  May  30-June  2, 
2002,  in  Corbett,  Oregon.  Brochures 
available.  Call  co-clerks  Carolann 
Palmer  at  206-525-6871  or  Betsey  Ken- 
worthy at  360-687-4423. 
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The  Program  Design. ..continued 


Two-week  intensive  classes  in  Richmond  (August  & May) 

Students  come  to  class  twice  per  year,  having  read  assigned 
material  and  ready  to  begin  an  intense  two  weeks  of  classroom 
instruction.  While  in  Richmond,  Indiana,  students  experience  the 
ESR  community  through  worship,  common  meals,  and  personal 
interactions.  Electronic  discussion  allows  community  learning  to 
continue  for  a short  period  after  the  classroom  instruction 
concludes.  Students  work  on  individual  assignments  for  a brief 
period  after  the  two-week  experience  and  submit  them  to  the 
instructor  for  a final  evaluation. 

Two-week  intensive  classes  at  regional  sites  (October  & January) 

These  courses  are  similar  to  the  intensives  held  in  Richmond, 
except  that  “ESR  comes  to  the  student”  twice  during  the  year. 
Current  regional  locations  are  California,  Iowa,  Connecticut,  and 
North  Carolina.  In  these  locations,  ESR  partners  with  local  Friends 
meetings  which  serve  as  host  sites.  ESR’s  associate  dean  of 
distributed  learning  assists  students  with  information  about 
housing  and  meal  opportunities.  An  on-site  administrator  coordi- 
nates facility  arrangements. 

If  you  have  questions  about  ESR  Access  or  would  like  an 
application  for  admission,  we'd  be  happy  to  hear  from  you.  Costs 
for  ESR  Access  courses  are  equivalent  to  those  for  our  courses  on 
the  ESR  campus. 

Director  of  Recruitment  and  Admissions 

Earlham  School  of  Religion 

Richmond,  IN  47374 

1-800-432-1377 

esr@earlham.edu 

www.esr.earlham.edu 


Yet  the  spirit  of  hope  is  not  vanquished 
It  ignites  in  the  songs  on  the  street 
Sparks  a light  in  our  hearts  like  a candle 
The  guidance  our  souls  need  to  heed.  □ 


the  last-to-be-laid-down  of  the  Quaker  schools  for  African  Ameri- 
cans set  up  in  the  South  after  the  Civil  War,  attended  the  1937 
World  Conference  of  Friends,  sat  on  a regional  AFSC  Board,  and 
served  several  meetings  in  Iowa,  Western,  and  New  York  Yearly 
Meetings  as  a pastor.  □ 
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It  ignites  in  the  songs  on  the  street 
Sparks  a light  in  our  hearts  like  a candle 
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Richmond,  Indiana  47374  1-800-432-1377  www.esr.earham.edu 
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12 


March  2002  FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


News  of  Friends 


Vera  Lander  Becomes  New 
State  President  of  Church 
Women  United 

An  active  member  in  Pima  Friends 
Meeting  (Tempe,  AZ)  since  1996, 
Vera  Lander  was  recently  installed  as 
state  president  of  Church  Women 
United  (CWU),  a racially,  culturally  and 
theologically  inclusive  ecumenical 
Christian  women’s  movement,  celebrat- 
ing unity  in  diversity  and  working  for  a 
world  of  peace  and  justice.  After  serving 
a one-year  term  as  president-elect,  Vera 
was  installed  at  the  2002  Annual  As- 
sembly on  January  26,  2002,  at  John 
Calvin  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Apache  Junction,  AZ,  by  Rev.  Jerrye 
Champion,  president  of  CWU  Interna- 
tional, who  serves  on  the  Arizona  Board 
as  UN/Global  Concerns  committee 
chair. 

The  theme  and  international  focus 
for  the  next  CWU  quadrennium  is 
“One  Bread,  One  Body,  One  Global 
Table:  Strengthening  Families  in  the 
21st  Century.”  □ 

AFSC/SCQM  Homeless 
Project  in  San  Diego 

Seventeen  teenagers  and  ten  adults 
participated  in  the  fifth  annual 
Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting/ 
AFSC  Homeless  Project  in  San  Diego, 
CA.  As  in  the  past,  small  groups  of 
teens  and  adults  sought  out  homeless 
people  on  the  streets  of  San  Diego  (they 
weren’t  hard  to  find!)  and  handed  out 
350  bags  of  sandwiches,  fruit  juice,  or- 
anges, cookies  and  assorted  goodies 
such  as  socks,  band  aids,  toothbrushes, 
etc.  (Total  worth:  around  $600.)  Many 
of  the  participants  spoke  of  how  this  ex- 
perience helped  them  to  overcome  fears 
and  stereotypes  and  to  feel  more  con- 
nected with  those  living  on  the  streets. 

Rocky  Neptun,  the  new  editor  of 
Street  Light  (San  Diego’s  newspaper  on 
“Poverty  and  Homelessness”)  talked  to 
the  group  about  the  situation  of  home- 
less people  in  San  Diego.  He  said  that 
there  are  over  6,000  homeless  people  in 
San  Diego  and  only  2,000  beds.  Many 
other  homeless  people  live  outside  the 
city  in  the  canyons.  The  situation  has 
worsened  because  of  the  recent  recession. 


Street  Light  was  started  five  years 
ago  by  Anne  and  Forest  Curo  who  (in 
the  words  of  the  San  Diego  Friends 
newsletter)  have  “labored  to  expose  the 
cruel  nature  of  homelessness  in  San  Di- 
ego.” This  award-winning  publication  is 
sold  by  homeless  people  to  help  them 
raise  money,  as  well  as  to  help  raise 
awareness  about  poverty  in  one  of 
America’s  richest  counties. 

The  July/August  2002  issue  of 
Friends  Bulletin  will  feature  a story 
about  Street  Light,  Rocky  Neptun,  and 
the  Curos.  If  you  would  like  to  write 
something  (even  just  a paragraph  or 
two)  about  your  experience  with  home- 
less people,  please  send  it  to  the  Editor 
at  friendsbul@aol.com  or  5238  Andalu- 
cia  Court,  Whittier,  CA  90601,  for  pos- 
sible publication. 

For  information  about  future  service 
projects,  see  the  new  Friends  Bulletin 
website  at  westemquaker.net. 

Summer  Work  Experiences 
at  Pine  Ridge  Reservation 

Boulder  (CO)  Friends  had  two  in- 
spiring opportunities  to  help  at  the 
Pine  Ridge  Reservation  this  summer. 
For  one  week  in  June,  2001,  Mariagnes 
Medrud  and  her  friend,  Peggy  Guy, 
brought  hand  puppets  into  the  summer 
school  program  at  Lone  Man  School  in 
Oglala,  South  Dakota.  Children  invented 
and  performed  puppet  shows,  spontane- 
ously creating  a story  to  teach  kids  not 


to  smoke! 

In  mid- August,  14  people  from  the 
Boulder  area  joined  the  Intermountain 
Yearly  Meeting/AFSC  Joint  Service 
Program  in  helping  build  houses  in  sev- 
eral reservation  communities.  Houses 
that  were  started  last  summer  in  the 
Kyle  Self-Help  project  had  been  moved 
to  their  permanent  locations,  where 
Friends  helped  with  finishing  work,  such 
as  hanging  doors,  laying  floors,  and 
painting.  Others  worked  on  a new  round 
of  houses  begun  this  summer  at  the  Kyle 
work  site. 

The  group  camped  out  near  the 
straw-bale  home  of  Bill  Koenen  and 
Emily  Iron  Cloud,  where  the  JSP  has 
helped  with  repairs  for  the  past  several 
years.  They  painted  playground  equip- 
ment at  nearby  Porcupine  School,  with 
the  enthusiastic  help  of  local  children. 

There  were  opportunities  to  talk 
with  Gerald  One  Feather,  work  with 
other  local  people,  and  visit  a sun  dance 
site  near  the  Badlands. 

For  more  information  about  service 
opportunities  at  Indian  reservations  and 
in  Mexico,  contact  Mike  Gray  at  afsc- 
imym-jsp@worldnet.att.net.  □ 

The  4th  Pacific  Northwest 
Women’s  Theology  Confer- 
ence will  be  held  May  30-June  2, 
2002,  in  Corbett,  Oregon.  Brochures 
available.  Call  co-clerks  Carolann 
Palmer  at  206-525-6871  or  Betsey  Ken- 
worthy at  360-687-4423. 


Friends  Bulletin  March  2002 


13 


Spirit-led  Pacifism  and  the 
“War  on  Terrorism” 

by  Lanny  Jay 

Redwood  Forest  Friends  Meeting  (Santa  Rosa,  CA) 


Following  the  horror  which  befell 
New  York  City,  Scott  Simon 
argued  in  the  pages  of  The  Wall 
Street  Journal  that  “American  paci- 
fists have  no  sane  alternative  now  but 
to  support  the  war.”  Failing  to  com- 
prehend the  spiritual  nature  of  the 
Quaker  peace  testimony,  Scott  Simon 
ill-serves  the  cause  of  peace  by  urging 
Friends  to  support  America’s  newest 
war. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  pacifism: 
the  pragmatic  and  the  Spirit-led.  Prag- 
matic pacifism  can  be  founded  on 
one’s  moral  principles.  “Killing  is 
wrong.”  It  can  also  stem  from  one’s 
ethics  and  intellect.  “I  seek  a peaceful 
world;  therefore,  I should  be  peace- 
ful.” On  the  whole,  pragmatic  paci- 
fism is  usually  little  more  than  a tactic 
which  may  or  may  not  succeed. 

The  other  kind  of  pacifism, 
founded  on  faith  and  animated  by 
love,  is  what  Mohandas  Gandhi  called 
satyagraha — nonviolent  engagement 
or  resistance  founded  upon  the  heart’s 
recognition  of  “that  of  God”  in  each 
and  every  person. 

The  Quaker  peace  testimony  is  of 
this  second  kind.  Its  animating  force  is 
the  inner  Light.  “The  Quaker  belief  in 
peace  is  not  just  a negative  refusal  of 
war,”  as  Quaker  historian  Howard 
Brinton  wrote  during  the  waning  years 
of  the  Vietnam  war,  but  “an  endeavor 
to  appeal  to  ‘that  of  God’  in  other  men 
[and  women]  regardless  of  nationality, 
race,  or  social  status.”  This  appeal 
may  appear  impractical,  fanciful  or 
worse,  but  Friends  who  have  resisted 
“an  eye  for  an  eye”  mentality  and  the 
wars  spawned  thereby  for  three  and  a 
half  centuries  would  likely  agree  with 
Brinton  that  the  Quaker  call  for  peace 
with  justice  “is  the  only  appeal  which 


can  be  successful  in  the  long  run.” 

There  is  no  denying  that  many 
Friends  fought  in  World  War  II  and  in 
other  wars.  Many  of  those  Friends  took 
up  arms  because  their  individual  paci- 
fism was  pragmatic  and  pragmatism 
seemed  to  call  for  fighting  in  some 
cases,  such  as  against  Hitler’s  Germany 
or  to  end  slavery.  Some  Friends,  we  can 
infer,  have  resorted  to  violence  either 
because  their  faith  was  not  up  to  the  dif- 
ficult task  of  resistance  or  because,  in 
the  moment,  those  Friends  were  so  led.  I 
mention  this  last  category  because  being 
a Quaker  pacifist  does  not  necessarily 
mean  that  one  would  not  actively  con- 
front and  resist  a highjacker  while  in 
flight.  But  the  immediate,  real  concern 
is  not  what  an  airborne  Quaker  should 
do  to  save  the  lives  of  fellow  air  travel- 
ers immediately  in  danger.  The  question 
is  support  for  this  particular  “war  on  ter- 
rorism.” 

Friends,  like  other  adherents  of 
spirit-based  or  satyagraha  pacifism, 
should  stand  firm  against  this  new  great 
patriotic  war  simply  because  our  Light 
informs  us  that  there  is  “that  of  God”  in 
everyone.  The  necessary  consequence  of 
this  is  rather  Gandhian — it  is  better  to 
be  killed  than  to  kill.  The  fact  that  on 
eleventh  day  of  ninth  month  innocent 
people  were  slaughtered,  or  that 
“terrorists”  target  civilians,  does  not  al- 
ter the  fact  that  support  for  a retaliatory 
or  “defensive”  war  is  incompatible  with 
Friends’  fundamental  understanding  of 
God’s  relationship  to  humankind. 

It’s  that  simple,  but  that’s  not  all 
there  is  to  it.  There  is  also  history.  The 
rhetorical  point  that  nonviolent  resis- 
tance would  surely  fail  against  madmen 
like  the  Nazis  is  frequently  made.  Yet, 
in  point  of  fact,  it  was  nonviolent  direct 
action  (the  Danish  royal  family,  leading 


Lutheran  clergy,  and  many  ordinary 
Danes  wearing  the  Star  of  David  and 
going  to  Jewish  synagogues)  which 
saved  Denmark’s  Jews  during  World 
War  n.  The  power  of  faith-based 
nonviolent  engagement  has  also  been 
proved  in  South  Africa,  several  Latin 
American  countries,  Poland,  the  Phil- 
ippines, and  the  not-too-long-ago 
struggle  for  enforceable  civil  rights  in 
this  country. 

If  three  and  a half  centuries  of 
striving  for  reconciliation  among 
combatants  has  taught  Friends  any- 
thing, it  has  taught  us  that  Friends 
best  serve  the  causes  of  peace  and 
justice  by  standing  proud  as  a com- 
munity where  compassion  reigns  over 
passion;  a faith  community  among 
whom  an  “us”  and  “them”  attitude 
cannot  gain  a foothold.  Friends’ 
shared  recognition  of  “that  of  God”  in 
everyone  does  not  permit  an  excep- 
tion even  for  the  terrorist  who  so 
greatly  feels  a grievance  that  he  is 
willing  to  trade  his  life  for  the  lives  of 
Americans.  That  such  a situation  ex- 
ists should  be  a cause  of  deep  soul- 
searching  among  Friends  and  others, 
but  it  is  no  cause  for  Quakers  joining 
the  media-stampeded  mob. 

‘The  Forbidden  Truth’  about  Bush, 

Bin  Ladin  and  the  Taliban 

As  a Vietnam  war  era  Friend, 
Scott  Simon  would  also  do  well  to 
remember  that  what  looks  like  a com- 
pelling reason  may,  when  the  fog  of 
war  lifts,  be  seen  to  have  been  no  rea- 
son at  all.  Attacks  are  provoked;  at- 
tacks are  feigned;  attacks  are  even 
allowed  to  happen  so  that  the  Ameri- 
can people  can  be  rallied,  retaliation 
carried  out,  new  weapons  tested, 
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stockpiles  used,  contracts  negotiated, 
oil  pipelines  built,  stockpiles  rebuilt, 
profits  made,  legitimacy  obtained,  and 
otherwise  faltering  political  agendas 
advanced.  The  Gulf  of  Tonkin  inci- 
dent is  more  than  history;  it’s  a mod- 
em morality  tale  which  reminds  us 
that  when  dealing  with  purported 
threats  to  our  “national  security”  the 
American  people  are  well  advised,  as 
Ronald  Reagan  was  wont  to  put  it,  to 
“trust  but  verify.” 

It  is  Friends’  practice  that  careful 
inquiry  and  seasoning  should  precede 
serious  action  such  as  embracing  war. 
So,  while  some  may  proceed  like  lem- 
mings rushing  to  the  sea,  let  us  season 
our  actions;  let  us  inquire  and  discern; 
let  us  look  before  we  leap.  Let 
Friends  have  the  courage  to  ask  prob- 
ing, troublesome  questions  and  re- 
quire real  answers  to  those  questions. 

Why  did  several  agencies  con- 
cerned with  national  security  fail  to 
heed  multiple  pre-attack  warnings? 
Why  did  the  military  fail  to  scramble 
jet  interceptors  on  that  terrible  morn- 
ing? Are  there  hidden  agendas  being 
served  by  this  war?  Was  this  war 
planned  before  9/11?  Are  the  Ameri- 
can people  being  adequately  and  hon- 
estly informed  about  this  war? 
Is  it  true,  as  a just  published  book  re- 
ports, that  deputy  FBI  director  John 
O’Neill,  in  a strange  twist  of  fate,  re- 
signed from  his  government  job  in 
protest  of  the  oil-influenced  Bush  ad- 
ministration blocking  investigations 
into  Taliban  terrorism  only  to  become 
the  head  of  security  for  the  World 
Trade  Center  and  perish  in  the  unop- 
posed attack?  Did  it  happen,  as  Jean- 
Charles  Brisard  and  Guillaume  Das- 
quie,  authors  of  Bin  Laden:  The  For- 
bidden Truth  (see  http://serendipity. 
magnet.ch/wot/bl_tft.htm),  maintain, 
that  before  the  September  attack  Tali- 
ban leaders  were  told  in  oil-pipeline 
related  negotiations  that  they  could 
have  “a  carpet  of  gold  or  a carpet  of 
bombs?” 

Are  the  lives  of  foreign  children, 
who  must  now  be  living  in  fear  of 
American  war  plans  and  war  planes, 
to  be  sacrificed  in  our  quixotic  quest 
for  security?  Are  we  at  risk  of  being 


remembered  as  the  generation  which 
was  duped  into  trading  civil  liberties 
for  the  “security”  of  Donald 
Rumsfeld’s  “permanent  war”?  What 
will  be  the  legacy  of  this  war? 

A commitment  to  the  Quaker 
peace  testimony  is  not  for  the  faint 
of  heart;  it  takes  courage  to  stand 
against  the  media-whipped  mob.  Our 
Quaker  peace  testimony,  which 
seeks  an  end  to  all  “occasions  of 
war,”  was  stated  simply  by  George 
Fox  in  1660:  “And  this  is  our  testi- 
mony to  the  whole  world... that  the 
spirit  of  Christ,  by  which  we  are 


guided,  is  not  changeable,  so  as  once 
to  command  us  from  a thing  as  evil 
and  again  to  move  unto  it;  and  we  do 
certainly  know,  and  so  testify  to  the 
world,  that  the  spirit  of  Christ, 
which  leads  us  into  all  Truth,  will 
never  move  us  to  fight  and  war 
against  any  man  with  outward  weap- 
ons, neither  for  the  kingdom  of 
Christ  nor  for  the  kingdoms  of  this 
world.”  Nor,  we  may  add,  will  we 
crusade  for  security  or  war  for  the 
kingdoms  of  oil.  I pray  that  Friends 
will  have  the  wisdom  and  courage  to 
practice  our  faith.  □ 


Book  Reviews 


William  Penn,  James  Madison  and  the 
Historical  Crisis  in  American  Feder- 
alism by  William  Durland.  Studies  in 
American  History,  #28,  2000.  The 
William  Mellen  Press  Lewiston,  New 
York.  Review  by  Helen  M.  Corneli, 
Sante  Fe  (NM)  Meeting. 

4 4^  i ^he  intellect  is  a cleaver,” 
said  Thoreau,  “and  here 
will  I begin  to  mine.”  Bill 
Durland,  Quaker,  historian,  teacher, 
and  former  legislator,  has  chosen  to 
mine  the  continuing  tensions  between 
two  forms  of  government  (federalism 
and  confederacy)  in  William  Penn, 
James  Madison  and  the  Historical 
Crisis  in  American  Federalism.  Both 
title  and  price  ($33,  hardcover,  from 
the  author)  might  daunt  the  average 
reader.  This  is  a pity,  for  the  book  can 
help  Friends,  and  others,  gain  a deeper 
understanding  of  the  past  and  present 
relevance  of  Quaker  thought  in  the 
complex  world  of  governance. 

Durland  examines  the  three  con- 
federacies of  our  history:  the  one  created 
by  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  and 
tried  and  found  wanting;  the  one  that 
rose  and  fell  as  the  South  tried  to  pre- 
serve slavery;  and  the  one  that  he  sees  as 
being  gradually  achieved  since  1980. 

The  latest  one,  the  result  of  efforts 
by  advocates  of  states’  rights  and  lim- 
ited federal  power,  private  paramili- 


tary groups,  the  political  wing  of  the 
Christian  right,  and  super-national  cor- 
porate power  has  already  weakened 
American  federalism. 

Indeed,  Durland  sees  the  ongoing 
process  as  a threat  to  our  very  sys- 
tem, and  the  system  of  checks  and 
balances,  guaranteed  by  our  constitu- 
tion that  ensures  both  freedom  and 
security  for  citizens.  The  design  of 
that  document  intends  that  citizens 
can  maintain  equilibrium  with  gov- 
ernment in  a carefully  designed  shar- 
ing of  power  between  federal  and 
state  governments.  Durland  sees  the 
rising  confederacy  as  destroying  es- 
sential provisions  of  government 
from,  for,  and  by  the  people — for  the 
benefit  of  narrow  interests. 

Durland  begins  by  describing  three 
earlier  models  of  government:  William 
Penn’s  “Holy  Experiment”  in  the  Col- 
ony of  Pennsylvania;  the  six-tribe,  centu- 
ries-old Iroquois  Confederacy,  and  the 
Articles  of  Confederation.  Pennsylva- 
nia’s charter  was  limited  by  English 
law  that  allowed  slavery  and  de- 
manded capital  punishment  and  the 
collection  of  “war  taxes.”  Yet,  for 
nearly  90  years  the  colony  practiced 
universal  suffrage  and  religious  toler- 
ance. The  death  penalty  applied  only 
to  the  extremely  infrequent  crimes  of 
murder  and  treason.  Unlike  Massachu- 
setts, Pennsylvania  held  only  a single 
“witchcraft”  case;  it  ended  without  a 
conviction.  Police  were  unarmed,  arbi- 
tration replaced  many  lawsuits;  no  sol- 
diers or  emblems  of  war  existed.  Hu- 
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mane,  contractual  treatment  of  Indians 
was  the  rule  for  many  years. 

Compromises  and  changes,  how- 
ever, led  to  the  final  abandonment  of 
this  “idealistic”  experiment. 
The  Iroquois  Confederacy  influenced 
our  constitution  but  did  not  survive  the 
influx  of  land  hungry  settlers.  It  man- 
aged questions  of  war  and  peace,  trea- 
ties, and  other  joint  affairs,  but  each 
member  tribe  governed  its  own  inter- 
nal affairs.  Women  in  those  six  tribes, 
however,  were  given  the  power  to  im- 
peach and  expel  any  sachem  who  con- 
ducted himself  unworthily,  and  could 
then  choose  his  successor! 

But  the  performance  of  the  colo- 
nies under  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion, and  the  ethically  indefensible 
agenda  of  the  Confederacy  that 
brought  on  the  Civil  War  cause  the 
author  to  reject  the  confederate  form 
of  government.  Indeed,  he  moves  on 
to  charge  that  today’s  efforts  to  end 
big  government  by  pro-military,  pro- 
big business,  pro-NRA,  and  persons 
with  sexist  and  racist  views  are  a de 
facto  intentional  effort  to  build  a new 
confederacy.  His  argument  for  his 
opinion  is  detailed,  vigorous,  and  chal- 
lenging. 

His  painstaking  tracing  in  chapters 
eight,  nine,  and  ten,  of  the  practical  con- 


siderations and  ideas  that  produced  our 
Constitution,  and  the  part  played  in  the 
process  by  James  Madison,  the  author’s 
hero,  underlies  his  argument  against 
modem  confederalism.  These  chapters 
turn,  vigorously  and  sequentially,  to  rele- 
vant issues:  corporate  power,  the  militia 
movement,  the  Christian  right,  the  Con- 
tract with  America,  taxes,  deregulation, 
cuts  in  social  programs,  block  grants,  the 
military  budget,  the  role  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  crime,  the  wide  separation  be- 
tween rich  and  poor,  corporate  welfare, 
and  social  security,  among  others.  The 
tone  is  polemic;  the  details  provided  are 
striking;  and  the  arguments — the  particu- 
lars of  which  must  be  pondered  rather 
than  summarized — are  substantial.  And 
Durland’s  reasoning  seemed  relevant  to 
troubling  developments  in  our  country 
since  September  11,  2001. 

Because  the  book  challenges  read- 
ers to  rethink  their  own  moral  stances 
and  to  put  their  beliefs  into  action,  it  can 
prove  a difficult  and  disturbing  read.  I 
found  it  worthwhile  to  have  read  his  co- 
herent historical  basis  for  that  challenge. 
The  book  belongs  in  Meeting,  college 
and  high  school  libraries.  Friends  will,  I 
believe,  want  to  read  it.  It  should  stimu- 
late useful  discussion  among  the  activ- 
ists, economists  and  political  scientists 
among  us.  □ 


When  Corporations  Ruled  the  World 
by  David  C.  Korten.  Kumarian  Press, 
second  edition,  2001,  384  pp.  Review 
by  Kate  Kimball,  Central  OR  WG. 

If  you  avoid  reading  books  like 
these  because  the  issue  of  global 
corporate  power  is  too  large  or  too 
dull  to  spend  free  time  on,  you  will  be 
pleased  to  find  that  Korten  both  makes 
the  topic  interesting  and  leaves  the 
reader  feeling  able  to  do  something 
about  it. 

Often  with  these  types  of  issues  it 
is  easy  to  lapse  into  apathy  wondering 
what  one  person  can  do  about  the  is- 
sue. As  Korten  points  out,  we  vote 
each  time  we  buy  and  there  is  much 
we  can  do.  Korten,  who  has  spent  his 
life  promoting  business,  does  not  as- 
sail corporations  as  inherently  evil.  He 
is  not  that  simplistic.  He  does  assert 
that  transnational  corporations  have 
outgrown  their  original  purposes, 
which  is  to  serve  the  public.  Corpora- 
tions started  as  government  grants  to 
operate  for  the  benefit  of  the  crown  (in 
England)  or  the  republic  (in  the  United 
States).  Today,  these  corporations  are  so 
large,  have  such  high  personnel  turnover 
and  are  so  dependent  on  computers  that 
they  are  no  longer  capable  of  reflecting 
non-economic  needs  or  goals. 


QUEST  Program  Coordinator 

The  QUEST  internship  program  of 
University  Friends  Meeting  in  Seattle, 
WA  seeks  a half-time  program  coor- 
dinator. The  coordinator  is  responsible 
for  all  aspects  of  program  administra- 
tion including  recruitment  of  interns, 
job  placement,  community  life  sup- 
port, financial  administration,  and 
committee  staffing.  Each  year,  the 
QUEST  program  places  six  young 
adults  in  full-time  social  service  and 
social  justice  internships.  The  interns 
live  together,  and  the  program  seeks  to 
promote  the  links  between  spirituality, 
service  and  community.  Qualifications 
include  membership  in  the  Society  of 
Friends  and  administrative  experience. 
Position  begins  June  1,  2002.  Applica- 
tion deadline:  March  31.  For  a job 
description  and  application  informa- 
tion, contact  Diane  Ste.  Marie:  206- 
722-9334,  dianestemarie@aol.com. 


VISIT  BOLIVIA!  QUAKER  STUDY  TOUR 


JUNE  20  - JULY  6 , 2002 


Visit  economic  development  projects 
in  Altiplano  villages. 
Meet  with  some  of  Bolivia’s  40,000  Quakers 
and  learn  about  the  Quaker  schools. 
Absorb  culture,  history,  archeology 
in  spectacular  Andean  scenery. 
Sponsored  by  Quaker  Bolivia  Link. 


Leaders:  Barbara  Flynn  (CA)  8290  Appian  Way, 

Sebastopol,  CA  95472 
Phone:  707-823-6034  E-mail:  bflyn@mindspring.com 
Newton  Garver  (NY)  716-592-7100 
garver 1 928  @ aol.com 
about  optional  extension  to  Machu  Picchu,  July  7-15 


Young  Friends  (age  21-30):  Si  hablas  espanol,  hay  becas  para  ayudarte. 
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Fortunately,  the  book  is  not  a 
theoretical  dance.  Korten  has  done  his 
homework  and  backs  up  his  conclu- 
sions with  data.  In  this  country,  as 
local  governments  often  struggle  to 
meet  basic  needs,  it  is  interesting  to 
note  that  corporations  paid  45%  of 
local  tax  revenues  in  1957  and  only 
16%  in  1987.  States  compete  to  at- 
tract new  business  and  local  taxpayers 
subsidize  their  arrival.  In  South  Caro- 
lina, for  example,  taxpayers  are  pro- 
viding $130  million  over  30  years  to 
bring  BMW  to  town,  meanwhile  dis- 
placing 140  homes  to  clear  the  site 
that  BMW  wanted. 

Globally,  the  story  is  similar.  Our 
international  banking  institutions  are 
making  loans  and  restructuring  them, 
contingent  upon  developing  countries’ 
adopting  a pro-transnational  stance. 
Not  all  local  economies  flourish  under 
this  western  view  of  success,  but  the 
loans  are  conditioned  on  maintaining 
low  wages  and  benefits.  Labor  safety 
and  environmental  standards  are  not 
encouraged  because  of  their  added 
short-term  cost  to  production.  Tax 
breaks  and  subsidies  are  encouraged 
for  foreign  corporations  as  the  avenue 
to  economic  success.  As  a result,  the 
aggregate  trade  deficit  of  developing 
countries  rose  from  $6.5  billion  in 
1980  to  $34.7  billion  in  1992.  To  put 
this  in  perspective,  the  richest  400 
people  in  America  had  a total  net 
worth  of  $328  billion,  more  than  the 
combined  gross  national  products  of 
the  billion  people  living  in  India, 
Bangladesh,  Sri  Lanka  and  Nepal. 

( Continued  on  page  21) 


(“ Friends  ’Responses,  ” continued  from  page  9) 

we  have  the  opposite  extreme.  Big 
government  is  worshipping  the  anar- 
chy (“globalization”)  of  unfettered 
growth  and  development  and  support- 
ing the  trans-national  corporations  ex- 
isting primarily  for  profits.  We  have 
the  answer  to  deal  with  these  prob- 
lems, and  democracy  is  a good  term  to 
summarize  them.  Until  such  is 
achieved,  however,  the  best  work  for 
Friends  lies  in  assisting  the  various 
organizations — our  own  and  others — 


that  fight  for  human  and  labor  rights 
and,  of  course,  preservation  of  the 
natural  world.  And  let  us  speak  truth 
to  power.  Aggressive  confrontation 
with  impersonal  machines  such  as  the 
International  Monetary  Fund  and  the 
World  Bank  are  also  necessary,  in- 
cluding, on  occasion,  non-violent  civil 
disobedience.  Fantasizing  rational 
conversations  about  idealistic  prin- 
ciples is  a waste  of  time  and 
space. — Alan  White,  Orange  County 
(CA)  Meeting. 


How  Was  The  Seoul 
Friends  Meeting  Founded? 

In  response  to  this  question,  and  arti- 
cles about  Korean  Friends  (FB,  Sep- 
tember 2001:  14),  Lee  Bok  Kim  of  Los 
Angeles  (CA)  Friends  Meeting  writes: 

The  key  to  this  question  is  held  by 
one  Yoon-Gu  Lee.  Mr.  Lee  was 
bom  in  a Christian  family  and  at- 
tended the  Choonyang  College  of 
Theology  in  Seoul,  Korea.  Having 
heard  about  the  activities  of  the 
Friends  Ambulance  Unit  at  the  pro- 
vincial hospital  in  Koonsan  right  after 
the  armistice  of  the  Korean  War,  Mr. 
Lee  traveled  to  Koonsan  to  meet  the 
members  of  the  group  which  provided 
urgent  care  to  the  medically  deficient 
people  in  the  province. 

They  were  in  fact  on  the  verge  of 
returning  to  the  States  and  advised 
Mr.  Lee  to  look  up  one  Reginald 
Price  at  the  Office  of  Economic  Co- 
ordinators (OEC)  in  Seoul.  Meeting 
with  Reginald  Price  led  to  Mr.  Lee’s 
employment  with  this  USA  govern- 
ment agency  and  Mr.  Lee  met  such 
other  Friends  as  Arthur  Mitchell 
and  Andy  Scheffey. 


Mr.  Lee  worked  with  the  above 
Friends  providing  helping  hands  to  the 
families  devastated  by  the  War.  The 
Seoul  Meeting  was  launched  by  them 
in  February  of  1958. 

The  writer  of  this  report  at- 
tended the  Meeting  for  the  first  time 
in  October  of  1958,  and  Mr.  Sok 
Horn  also  attended.  The  meeting  was 
held  at  the  residence  of  Arthur 
Mitchell  in  Itawon. 

Mr.  Lee  went  through  training  at 
Pendle  Hill  in  1959  and  1960,  a first 
for  the  Koreans.  A number  of  Koreans 
followed  his  steps  at  Pendle  Hill,  and 
this  writer  is  one  of  them. 

After  the  departures  of  the  Ameri- 
can Friends,  Mr.  Lee  served  as  clerk 
of  the  Seoul  Meeting.  He  taught  Quak- 
erism to  Korean  Friends  after  his  re- 
turn from  Pendle  Hill,  a Quaker  study 
center  in  Wallingford,  PA. 

Mr.  Ham  visited  the  United  States 
at  the  invitation  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment. At  Mr.  Lee’s  request,  American 
Friends  in  Philadelphia  made  arrange- 
ments for  Mr.  Ham’s  stay  at  Pendle 
Hill.  He  attended  PYM  just  before 
heading  for  India,  where  he  heard 
news  of  the  coup  d’etat  in  Korea. 

He  immediately  returned  to  Korea 
and  became  the  first  Korean  to  raise 
his  voice  against  the  military  coup.  He 
argued  that  military  endeavors  should 
be  confined  to  national  defense  and 
should  not  involve  politics.  For  this 
stand,  he  was  incarcerated. 

Mr.  Lee,  on  the  other  hand,  found 
a position  in  the  United  Nations.  On 
his  way  to  his  new  post  in  the  Mid- 
East,  he  and  his  family  spent  a few 
days  at  Pendle  Hill  and  I had  a won- 
derful encounter  with  them  there. 

Mr.  Lee  eventually  became  re- 
gional director  of  UNICEF  in  Jor- 
dan, serving  the  region  for  many 
years.  Mr.  Lee  earned  a PhD  from 
Cambridge  University.  On  the  way 
home,  Mr.  Lee  stopped  over  at  our 
home  in  LA.  We  had  a wonderful 
reunion.  Mr.  Ham  was  leading  the 
Seoul  Meeting  at  the  time. 

As  most  Koreans  know,  Mr.  Lee 
became  one  of  the  prominent  leaders 
in  Korea.  However,  it  is  an  enigma 
that  Mr.  Lee  did  not  return  to  Seoul 
Meeting.  □ 
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(“Responses  to  Bill  Durland”  cont.  from  p.  7) 

at  all  killed  Christ.  This  particular  con- 
fusion of  history  with  long-repudiated 
theology  feels  like  anti-Semitism  to  me. 

I believe  we  are  entitled  to  more 
careful,  critical  thinking  in  the  Friends 
Bulletin.  — Sincerely,  Claire  E.  Gor- 
finkel,  Attender,  Orange  Grove 
Friends  Meeting  ( Pasadena , CA). 

Dear  Editor:  I cannot  allow  Bill  Dur- 
land’s  article  “Israel  and  Palestine,  Re- 
port from  a Friends  Peace  Team  Par- 
ticipant” to  go  unchallenged.  While  he 
makes  a number  of  accurate  and  im- 
portant points  regarding  Israeli  govern- 
ment complicity  in  the  continuing  vio- 
lent conflict,  Bill’s  post-biblical  history 
is  seriously  in  error  and  his  reference  to 
the  crucifixion  of  Jesus  raises  the  spec- 
ter of  anti-Semitism. 

Bill  correctly  states  that  the 
League  of  Nations  gave  Great  Britain 
control  over  Palestine  following  World 
War  I (in  what  is  often  referred  to  as 
the  “British  Mandate”).  A number  of 
European  and  North  American  move- 
ments promoting  Jewish  immigration 
into  Palestine  had  begun  in  the  late 
1800s.  The  reestablishment  of  a major 
Jewish  presence  in  Palestine  was  not  a 


response  to  the  Nazi  holocaust,  but  was 
seen  as  an  escape  from  the  bourgeois 
and  assimilated  lifestyle  that  many  be- 
lieved would  be  the  end  of  the  Jewish 
people.  Early  Jewish  settlers  lived  side- 
by-side  with  their  neighbors  in  what 
was  then  sparsely-settled  Palestine. 
During  the  British  Mandate,  this 
peaceful  coexistence  gradually 
changed  to  open  hostility  as  the  British 
tried  to  keep  the  attention  of  the  local 
population  on  internal  conflict  and 
away  from  removal  of  the  foreign 
(British)  military  force. 

The  British  severely  limited  Jewish 
immigration  into  Palestine,  even  to  the 
point  of  turning  back  shiploads  of  Jewish 
refugees  fleeing  Europe  during  World 
War  II.  Among  other  issues,  British  poli- 
cies on  immigration  led  to  Jewish  armed 
resistance  to  the  British  Mandate. 

I condemn  violence  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. However,  Jewish  acts  of 
violence  during  the  Mandate  period 
and  the  Israeli  War  of  Independence 
were  directed  at  British  military  forces, 
and  were  intended  to  make  the  contin- 
ued British  presence  in  Palestine  un- 
tenable. Jewish  violence  was  not  in- 
tended to  “get  Palestinians  to  flee,”  as 
Bill  contends. 

While  the  above  is  by  no  means  a 


complete  recount  of  Palestinian  history 
up  to  the  mid-20th  century,  I believe  it 
gives  a more  accurate  background  from 
which  to  examine  recent  events  than 
that  supplied  in  Bill’s  article. 

I agree  with  Bill’s  contention  that 
“the  state  of  Israel  is  not  acting  in  good 
faith”  with  regards  to  the  peace  proc- 
ess. However,  I strongly  disagree  with 
all  of  the  reasons  Bill  gives  for  this 
lack  of  good  faith  effort.  Current  and 
recent  Israeli  governments  (and  large 
percentages  of  Israeli  citizens)  have 
felt  that  their  continued  existence  de- 
pends on  Israeli  military  and  political 
control  over  the  Palestinians.  This  reli- 
ance on  force  to  maintain  order  has 
nothing  to  do  with  biblical  promises, 
the  Nazi  holocaust,  or  who  is  a 
“terrorist.”  It  is  a response  to  deep- 
seated  insecurity  based  on  decades  of 
violent  conflict.  Whether  reasonable  or 
not,  Israeli  policies  and  actions  are 
based  on  fear,  not  the  Bible  or  the 
holocaust.  The  five  “reasons”  stated  in 
the  article  merely  set  up  a “Straw  Man” 
which  is  easily  knocked  down  by  re- 
sponses that  do  nothing  to  clarify  the 
current  situation. 

I agree  that  actions  cited  in  Re- 
sponse 5 are  violations  of  international 
law  and  deserve  the  most  serious  con- 


Turn  the  other  cheek...  Meet  evil  with  good... 

Avenge  not  yourself...  A soft  answer  turneth  away  wrath... 


or 


Foolish 
Sentiment  ? 


Does  nonviolence  work  in  the  real  world? ...  oris  retaliation , vengeance , 

or  punishment  neces  sary  for  survival? 

Under  the  care  of  Pima  Meeting  (Religious  Society  of  Friends)  an  anthology  is  being  compiled  of 
true-to-life  stories  in  which  a nonviolent  response  - such  as  humor,  distraction,  submission, 
apology,  loving  kindness,  or  joining  in  a common  cause  - reversed  an  escalation  of  violence. 

Send  stories  you  would  like  to  share  to:  Dan  Levinson 

5251  W.  El  C a mi no  del  Cerro 
Tucson,  Arizona  85745-9327 
email:  drdan3@dakotacom.net 


Please  limit  your  submissions  to 
about  1 50  words.  Also,  indicate  if 
you  wish  to  be  acknowledged  by 
name  if  your  story  is  included  in 
the  anthology. 
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demnation.  However,  to  attribute  the 
Israeli  government’s  lack  of  good  faith 
to  there  being  “no  excuse  for  the  Pales- 
tinian uprisings”  is  absurd.  Israeli  re- 
taliation is  justified  (in  their  minds)  by 
the  need  to  maintain  order  in  the  occu- 
pied territories.  Resistance  by  the  occu- 
pied and  retaliation  by  the  occupiers  is 
inherent  in  the  act  of  occupation.  This  is 
one  reason  that  many  Israelis,  non-Israeli 
Jews,  and  others  have  for  decades  advo- 
cated an  end  to  the  occupation. 

The  article’s  concluding  paragraph 
lists  a number  of  crimes  against  hu- 
manity committed  by  governments. 
While  I do  not  agree  that  Rome  and 
Nazi  Germany  were  “democratically 
instituted  secular  nation  state(s),”  I ac- 
cept the  premise  that  responsibility  for 
the  listed  actions  lies  with  govern- 
ments, rather  than  the  populace.  But 
why  did  Bill  choose  to  make  this  point 
by  stating  that  “(i)t  is  not  ‘the  Jews’ 
who  are  doing  this  any  more  than  it 
was  ‘the  Jews’  who  killed  Christ...” 
Not  only  was  it  not  “the  Jews,”  it  was- 
n’t any  Jews  who  killed  Jesus.  It  was 
the  imperialist  Romans  who  were  oc- 
cupying Palestine  at  the  time.  Can’t  an 
argument  be  made  against  Israel  or 
Jews  without  bringing  up  the  “Christ 
killer”  myth,  even  if  it  is  only  men- 
tioned in  order  to  deny  it?  Concluding 
the  article  with  this  classically  anti- 
Semitic  reference  is  like  a prosecuting 
attorney  referring  in  his  or  her  closing 
arguments  to  evidence  that  has  been 
thrown  out  as  inadmissible.  I believe 
that  all  agree  that  the  “Christ  killer” 
label  is  illegitimate  and  inflammatory. 
And  yet,  that  is  what  I was  left  with  at 
the  end  of  the  article. 

I unite  with  Bill  in  praying  for 
peace  with  justice.  I also  pray  for  in- 
creased understanding  among  those 
who  hold  varying  political  and  relig- 
ious beliefs. — Sincerely,  Sharon 
Gates,  Orange  Grove  Friends  Meet- 
ing ( Padadena,  CA ). 

Bill  Durland  Responds:  I appreciate 
Claire  and  Sharon’s  insights  on  my  ar- 
ticle and  will  not  attempt  to  defend  my 
statements  but  perhaps  make  them 
more  understandable.  In  the  first 
place,  I am  not  Jewish  or  Arab  and  can 


never  experience  the  long  and  contin- 
ued insecurity,  fear,  prejudice  and  dis- 
crimination suffered  by  both  these 
Semitic  groups.  All  articles  are  limited 
by  space  so  any  writer  must  accept 
criticisms  for  over-simplified  analy- 
sis. I teach  college  logic  and  am  quite 
familiar  with  the  logical  fallacy  of  the 
straw  man.  When  it  is  taught  by  logi- 
cians, the  straw  man  argument  is 
mainly  suspect  because  of  an  uneasy 
feeling  that  the  writer’s  motives  and 
intent  lack  integrity.  Moreover,  today, 
when  people  charge  others  with  anti- 
semitism it  usually  carries  with  it  the 
same  suspicion  of  one’s  motives  as 
lacking  integrity. 

All  I can  reply  is  that  I have  tried, 
while  living  in  both  Semitic  cul- 
tures— Jewish  and  Arab — to  be  fair  to 
both.  For  a more  extensive  view  of 
my  thoughts  on  living  up  to  cove- 
nants by  both  Israelites  and  Chris- 
tians, I suggest  reading  my  books  on 
that  subject. 

I used  quotes  around  the  word 
“Jews”  to  refer  to  what  others  said  to 
me  as  a child,  which  I later  found  to 
be  false.  Certainly  there  were  Ger- 
mans who  killed  Jews.  Perhaps  my 
blaming  the  nation  left  the  impression 
that  no  one  else  was  to  blame.  There 
is  also  extensive  documented  evi- 
dence that  Jewish  terror  groups,  dur- 


Memorial  Minutes 


John  Robert  Bross 

John  Robert  Bross  was  bom  May  19, 
1915  in  Jamaica,  New  York.  He 
graduated  from  Columbia  University 
and  earned  a PhD  there.  While  attending 
Yale  for  a year,  he  met  Helen  Hurd 
Hamilton,  a fellow  philosophy  student, 
who  became  his  wife  on  December  26, 
1941.  During  World  War  II,  in  keeping 
with  his  non-combatant  draft  status,  he 
served  in  the  Army  Air  Corps  where  he 
was  engaged  in  psychological  testing  of 
recruits  to  determine  their  placement. 
After  the  war  he  went  to  Chicago  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  preparing  for  a minis- 
try of  college  teaching. 

After  graduation  from  seminary  in 
1948,  he  taught  Religion  at  the  College 


ing  the  British  Mandate,  targeted  Pal- 
estinian villages,  especially  in  Galilee, 
forcing  indigenous  people  to  leave.  For 
only  one  example  see  Blood  Brothers 
by  Father  Elias  Chacour  who  was  an 
eyewitness  in  his  youth  and  suffered 
through  such  atrocities.  Jewish  vio- 
lence was,  in  fact,  used  to  get  Palestini- 
ans to  leave,  not  just  against  the  British 
Mandate. 

Claire’s  concern  about  “conflating 
history  and  theology”  is  well  taken. 
However,  it  has  been  our  overwhelm- 
ing experience  that  the  “promised 
land”  argument  is  not  just  used  by 
right  wing  Israelis.  It  is  extremely 
widely  embraced  in  this  country  by 
ordinary  folks,  usually  Christians  get- 
ting it  from  their  pastors,  and  by  highly 
placed  politicians,  and  leads  to  a 
frighteningly  widespread  uncritical 
support  for  the  State  of  Israel.  We  en- 
counter it  everywhere  we  go. 

As  a Quaker,  I have  found  that 
when  I have  a disagreement  with 
someone,  my  first  step  is  to  present 
it  to  that  person  directly.  I find  it 
difficult  to  respond  impersonally  in 
this  way.  I trust  that  Claire  and 
Sharon  wrote  their  words  for  con- 
science’ sake  and  only  hope  that 
they  will  interpret  my  writing  as 
motivated  by  that  same  principle  of 
integrity. — Sincerely,  Bill  Durland. 

of  the  Ozarks  in  Arkansas  for  two  years. 
Then  he  went  to  Talladega  College  to 
teach  psychology.  Talladega  College 
was  a Negro  college  in  segregated  Ala- 
bama with  an  interracial  faculty  and  an 
open  admissions  policy,  but  few  white 
students.  Because  the  public  schools 
were  segregated,  he  sent  his  two  older 
children  to  Quaker  high  schools — one  to 
George  School  in  Pennsylvania;  the 
other  to  Olney  in  Bamesville,  Ohio.  He 
was  active  in  seeking  non-violent  solu- 
tions to  the  problems  of  segregation.  He 
took  students  to  Montgomery  to  partici- 
pate in  the  bus  boycott  movement. 

With  his  wife  and  children,  he  lived 
through  lunch  counter  sit-ins.  During  this 
time  his  oldest  daughter,  a Talladega  Col- 
lege freshman,  participated  in  a sit  in  dem- 
onstration with  her  classmates.  She  went  to 
jail  with  them,  but  was  segregated  from 
them  for  the  few  days  until  fines  were  paid 
and  they  were  released. 


Friends  Bulletin  March  2002 


19 


Tensions  were  high  in  Talladega 
with  fear  of  drive-by  shootings.  For 
safety  the  family  moved  their  beds  away 
from  windows.  There  was  even  a tele- 
phone call  telling  him  to  come  to  the 
police  station  and  be  arrested. 

In  1964  he  moved  to  Billings,  Mon- 
tana to  teach  Psychology  at  Rocky 
Mountain  College.  He  retired  from 
Rocky  in  1983.  He  was  respected  and 
loved  by  his  students,  many  of  whom 
continued  on  to  graduate  school.  Several 
of  his  Talladega  and  Rocky  students  still 
kept  in  contact  with  him  and  the  family. 

He  was  a member  of  Mayflower 
United  Church  of  Church  and  served  his 
church,  and  its  wider  bodies  in  many 
ways — as  organist  at  Mayflower  for 
many  years,  part-time  interim  minister 
there  for  a while,  and  the  Association’s 
registrar  for  many  years — as  well  as 
serving  on  boards  at  all  levels. 

He  was  also  a member  of  Billings 
(MT)  Friends  Meeting.  He  faithfully 
attended  Montana  Gathering  of  Friends, 
and  served  as  co-clerk  of  that  Quarterly 
Meeting.  He  also  served  on  North  Pa- 
cific Yearly  Meeting’s  Epistle  Commit- 
tee and  its  Outreach  Committee. 

John’s  belief  in  each  person’s  good- 
ness was  reflected  in  his  life.  He  volun- 
teered his  time  and  effort  to  many  en- 
deavors and  organizations,  many  of 
which  he  was  instrumental  in  founding. 
In  many  of  these  he  served  as  secretary, 
and  in  some  as  president.  These  include 
the  Mental  Health  Association,  Alterna- 
tives (providing  criminals  with  alterna- 
tives to  prison),  Hospice,  Audubon,  Me- 
morial Society  of  Montana,  Friendship 
Force,  Habitat  for  Humanity,  and  Insti- 
tute for  Peace  Studies  at  Rocky  Moun- 
tain College.  He  also  served  as  ombuds- 
man at  Aspen  Meadows  Nursing  Home. 
As  a member,  and  one  time  president,  of 
Friendship  Force  he  traveled  to  several 
foreign  countries  as  an  “ambassador”  of 
peace,  and  hosted  foreign 
“ambassadors”  in  his  home.  He  went 
twice  with  peace  groups  to  the  Soviet 
Union. 

After  he  had  a serious  infection  in 
October  2000,  John  and  Helen  went  to 
Moses  Lake,  Washington,  to  be  near 
family  and  under  the  care  of  their  physi- 
cian daughter-in-law.  After  suffering  a 
stroke,  he  died  January  31,  2001,  at 
home,  as  peacefully  as  he  had  lived.  In 
compliance  with  his  wishes,  his  body 
has  been  donated  to  a medical  school. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  of  59 
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years,  Helen;  one  son,  John  of  Moses 
Lake,  Washington;  two  daughters,  Carol 
Patterson  of  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  and 
Georgia  Ruebsamen  of  Kennewick, 
Washington;  seven  grandchildren,  and 
five  great  grandchildren. □ 

Edward  P.  Thatcher 

Edward  P.  Thatcher  died  of  age-related 
causes  at  home  on  November  19th  at 
85  years  old.  Eddie  was  bom  on  Septem- 
ber, 11,  1916  in  Swarthmore,  PA.  to  Char- 
les and  Angela  Power  Thatcher,  an  old 
Quaker  family.  He  graduated  with  a BS  in 
Plant  Ecology  from  Swarthmore  College 
and  perused  a graduate  degree  in  Botany  at 
the  University  of  Minnesota. 

As  a conscientious  objector,  during 
World  War  II,  Ed  served  in  Civilian  Public 
Service  in  Iowa,  assisting  research  in  food 
production  and  storage.  After  World  War 
II  Eddy  returned  to  Minnesota  to  complete 
a Masters  degree  in  Library  Science.  In 


Vital  Statistics 


Births 

® Alexander  “Alby”  Blount  Perry  to  Jane 
Blount  and  Chris  Perry,  La  Jolla  (CA) 

MM,  December  24,  2001 
Marriages 

• Rachel  Selters  and  Matthew  Serna,  Sep- 
tember 8,  2001,  Albuquerque  MM 

• Amanda  Summers  and  Stephen  George, 
July  5,  2001,  La  Jolla  (CA)  MM 

• Jerome  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Lattin,  De- 
cember 15,  2001,  Albuquerque  (NM)  MM 

® Jim  Updegraff  and  Kristy  Hartley  of  Sacra- 
mento (CA)  FM  in  October  2001  in  Aus- 
tralia. 

• Renee  Roberts  and  Kari  Alexander,  Ft  Col- 
lings  (CO)  FM 

• Jerome  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Lattin,  De- 
cember 15,  2001,  Albuquerque  (NM)  MM 

• Amy  Sutherland  and  Tom  King  of  San 
Jose  (CA)  MM  July  8,  2001  at  Friends 
Meeting  of  Washington,  DC 

• Stanley  and  Connie  McCracken,  July  2001, 
Redwood  Forest  (Santa  Rosa,  CA)  FM 

• Margaret  Patterson  and  Eric  Krickhaus  of 
Albuquerque  (NM)  MM,  June  23,  2001  in 
Taos,  NM 

• Kathy  Quick  & Guillermo  Narvaez,  July 
15,  2001,  Palo  Alto  (CA)  MM 

• Erin  Sanders  and  Charlie  Brennan,  August 
18,  2001,  Boulder  (CO)  MM 

® Jan  Shaner  and  Gene  Barnett,  September 
1,2001,  Boulder  (CO)  MM 

• Marijke  van  Roojen  and  Danae  Steele  of 
Olympia  (WA)  MM,  August  18,  2001  at 
South  Bay  Grange 

• Jim  Ciebele  and  Theresa  Klosterman,  July 
7,  2001,  Multnomah  (Portland,  OR)  MM 


1952  the  growing  family  moved  to 
Eugene,  OR  Ed  worked  as  a Science  and 
Map  Librarian  at  the  University  of  Oregon 
until  his  retirement.  Ed’s  professional  life 
took  him  on  sabbaticals  to  Nigeria,  New 
Zealand,  Europe,  and  the  Eastern  US.  He 
studied  rare  science  books  and  researched 
early  publishers.  He  founded  and  was  an 
Honorary  Life  Member  of  the  Western 
Association  of  Map  Libraries. 

Much  of  Ed’s  life  work  centered  on 
the  activities  of  the  Friends  Meeting 
(Quakers).  Other  passions  included  gar- 
dening, fishing,  natural  history,  and  book 
collecting.  Older  Eugenians  may  remem- 
ber “Eddy”  bicycling  through  town  in  his 
bright  orange  rain  suit  and  plaid  Tam 
O’Shanter.  Ed  was  an  active  parent  for  his 
four  children,  Carl  Thatcher  of  Portland, 
OR,  Ellen  Burt  of  Argenta,  BC,  Osa 
Thatcher  of  Johnson’s  Landing,  BC,  and 
Jay  Thatcher,  of  Corvallis,  OR.  He  is  also 
survived  by  Monette,  his  wife  of  58 
years,  and  by  nine  grandchildren.  □ 

New  Members 

• Ann  Anthony,  Honolulu  (HI)  FM 

• Linda  Arreola,  Fresno  (CA)  FM 

• Len  Bloch,  Honolulu  (HI)  MM 

• Barbara  Brady,  Orange  County  (CA)  FM 

• Mary  Brewer,  Salem  (OR)  FM 

• Tom  Brisson,  Visalia  (CA)  MM 

• Matthew  Clark,  Tempe  (AZ)  MM 

• Daphne  Clement,  Strawberry  Creek 
(Berkeley,  CA)  FM 

• David  & Christine  Cremean,  Rapid  City 
(IA)  WG  & Fort  Collins  (CO)  FM 

• Michael  Daniel,  Honolulu  (HI)  MM 

• Lisa  DeVaney,  Multnomah  (Portland,  OR) 
MM 

• Ted  Etter,  Missoula  (MT)  MM 

• Mimi  Freshley,  Honolulu  (HI)  MM 

• Betty  Friolena,  Pima  (Tucson,  AZ)  MM 

• David  Forbes,  Santa  Cruz  (CA)  MM 

• Heather  Elrick  Forbes,  Santa  Cruz  (CA) 
MM 

• Kelly  Fuller,  La  Jolla  (CA)  MM 

• Ray  and  Nancy  Glock-Grueneich,  Santa 
Cruz  (CA)  MM 

• Rick  Herbert,  Strawberry  Creek  (Berkeley, 
CA)  FM 

• Dave  and  Caroline  Hilligoss,  Fort  Collins 
(CO)  FM 

• Wilbur  Hoff,  Strawberry  Creek  (Berkeley, 
CA)  FM 

• Sandy  Kicklighter,  Orange  Grove 
(Pasadena,  CA)  MM 

• Kathy  Knowlton,  University  (Seattle,  OR) 
FM 

• Nancy  Kraushaar,  Boulder  (CO)  MM 

• Laurie  Lehne,  La  Jolla  (CA)  MM 

• Jo  Ann  Lordahl,  Honolulu  (HI)  MM 

• John  & Pat  McConnell,  Eugene  (OR)  FM 

("Vital  Statistics,  ” continued  on  page  21) 
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(“Book  Reviews, “ continued  from  page  17) 

If  this  aid  were  effective  in  increas- 
ing the  standard  of  living  for  the  world’s 
poor,  this  aid  could  be  worth  the  enor- 
mous debt  load  of  developing  countries. 
But  there  is  no  assurance  that  these 
loans  are  making  a difference  to  local 
farmers,  mothers  and  children.  Korten 
cites  a 1992  internal  World  Bank  memo 
that  concludes  that  38%  of  the  projects 
completed  in  1991  with  Bank  loans 
were  failures.  Follow-up  analysis  of  25 
loan  projects  previously  deemed  suc- 
cessfully completed  concluded  that  12 
were  failures.  If  only  half  of  the  62% 
successful  projects  actually  succeed, 
then  the  Bank’s  track  record  is  dismal 
indeed.  Of  course,  there  is  no  debt  for- 
giveness for  failed  projects. 

As  corporate  economic  wealth  has 
increased,  so  has  their  media  savvy. 


Learning  from  grass  roots  efforts  of  the 
environmentalists,  civil  rights  move- 
ment and  others,  corporations  have 
learned  how  to  create  the  illusion  of  a 
grass  roots  movement  and  use  it  to 
lobby  members  of  Congress.  By  creat- 
ing non-profit  organizations  with  seem- 
ingly public  interest  names  (for  exam- 
ple, the  “Safe  Buildings  Alliance”  sup- 
ported by  asbestos  manufacturers),  the 
distinction  between  grass  roots  and  cor- 
porate image  is  dissolved.  The  money, 
however,  flows  with  the  corporations  so 
that  their  message  is  heard  more 
clearly. 

Well,  one  could  just  get  depressed 
worrying  about  the  starving  farmers 
saddled  with  international  debt  interest 
payments,  conclude  your  favorite  local 
hardware  store  will  have  no  chance 
against  Home  Depot,  give  up  and  go 
fishing.  Fortunately,  Korten  does  not 


leave  you  in  this  isolated,  despondent 
state.  He  ends  the  book  with  sugges- 
tions about  what  to  do  and  by  pointing 
out  that  change  will  come  from  us. 

According  to  Korten,  we  can  no 
longer  expect  our  political  leaders,  eat- 
ing at  the  same  corporate  campaign 
fundraising  trough,  to  lift  their  eyes 
and  do  something  unexpected.  But  we 
can  work  together  to  show  them  that 
there  is  a different  way.  We  can  lead 
them  along  the  path  less  taken  to  a 
place  where  communities  flourish,  ar- 
tisanship  is  rewarded  and  the  poor 
have  enough  food  to  eat.  That  Korten 
can  take  us  from  knowledge  to  oppor- 
tunity without  languishing  in  cynicism 
is  a gift  of  this  wonderful  book.  O 

Advertising  Rates.  $.45  per  word  for  ads. 
Minimum  charge,  $9.  Ads  should  be  prepaid, 
if  possible.  Deadline:  six  weeks  prior  to 
publication.  Display  ADS:  $15  per  column 
inch. 


(“Vital  Statistics,  ” continued  from  page  20) 

• Tanna  Moontaro,  Santa  Monica  (CA)  FM 

• Chris  Moore-Backman,  San  Francisco  (CA)  MM 

• Barbara  Moore-Lewis,  Salem  (OR)  MM 

• George  Michael  Payne,  San  Francisco  (CA)  MM 

• Kristina  Perry,  Strawberry  Creek  (Berkeley,  CA)  FM 

• Deb  Parman,  Olympia  (WA)  MM 

• Barbara  Rodine,  Sandpoint  (ID)  FM 

• Ed  and  Mona  Richardson,  Albuquerque  (NM)  MM 

• Heather  Saunders,  Olympia  (WA)  FM 

• Tom  Scroggins,  Corvallis  (OR)  MM 

• Doug  Smith,  Reno  (NV)  FM 

• Sandy  Soahikian,  Orange  County  (CA)  FM 

• A1  Thompson,  Strawberry  Creek  (Berkeley,  CA)  FM 

• Jim  Updegraff,  Sacramento  (CA)  DM 

• Florence  Webb,  Marin  (CA)  FM 

• Elaine  Webster,  Eastside  (Bellevue,  WA)  MM 

• Louis  Webster,  Eastside  (Bellevue,  WA)  MM 

• Sharon  Williams,  University  (Seattle,  WA)  FM 

Pendle  Hdll  Youth  and  Service  Programs: 
Opportunities  for  Teens,  Young  Adults, 
and  Activists 


Resident.  Redwood  Forest  Friends  Meeting,  Santa  Rosa,  CA.  Residents 
performing  light  hospitality  and  caretaking  duties  are  sought  for  a dynamic 
Friends  Meeting  north  of  San  Francisco.  Post  inquiries  to  Resident  Commit- 
tee, RFFM,  Box  1831,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95402. 


FELLOWSHIP  OF  FRIENDS  OF  AFRICAN  DESCENT 
“ Come  Holy  Spirit,  Revive  I/s  Again ” 

August  8-12,  2002 

Pendle 


Wallingford,  Pennsylvania 

OUR  BIENNIAL  GATHERING 

Our  program  includes: 

Daily  Worship,  Children's  Program,  Workshops 


♦ Social  Action  and  Social  Witness  Internships,  September  2002- 
June  2003 

♦ A 9-month  service  program  for  young  adults  and  seasoned  ac- 
tivists. 

♦ Summer  Youth  Programs 

♦ Young  Adult  Leadership  Development  Program,  June  12-July 
28,  2002:  a service-learning  and  spiritual  enrichment  opportunity 
for  12  young  people  ages  18-24. 

♦ Youth  Camp  for  High  School  Students  (ages  15-18),  July  7-July 
14, 2002. 


/ Package  includes:  \ 

f Accommodations  & meals  at  Pendle  Hill  \ 

\ $98  per  day  (double  occupancy)  per  adult  plus  registration  and  j 

v transportation  fees.  / 


50%  Deposit  required  by  June  1, 2001 

Travel  arrangements  are  being  made  by  Friendly  Travel,  contact:  Robert  Horvay 
(email:  travelauake@verlzon.netphone  or  fax:  856-223-0666,  toll  free:  1-888-374-3630) 


Now  Hiring:  3 Youth  Camp  Leaders,  1 summer  co-coordinator.  For 
information  and  applications  contact:  Julian  O'Reilley,  ext.  129, 
610-566-4507/800-742-3150;  youthprogram@pendlehill.org;  338 
Plush  Mill  Road  Wallingford,  PA,  19086  <www.pendlehill.org> 


For  information  & registration  materials  contact:  Gathering  Committee, 
1515  Cherry  Street,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102  or  go  to  our  new  website: 

www.quaker.org/ffad 
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“There  is  a principle  which  is  pure,  placed  in 
the  human  mind,  which  in  different  places  and 
ages  hath  different  names;  it  is  however  pure 
and  proceeds  from  God.  It  is  deep  and  inward, 
confined  to  no  forms  of  religion,  nor  excluded 
from  any,  where  the  heart  stands  in  perfect 
sincerity.  In  whomsoever  this  takes  root  and 
grows,  of  what  nation  soever,  they  become 
brethren.” — John  Woolman. 

For  subscriptions  and  information,  write:  QUAKER 
Universalist  Fellowship,  206  Shady  Ln, 
Lexington,  KY  40503  or  E-mail:  QUF@ ot.com 


VOLUNTEER  INTERNSHIP  at  Ben  Lomond 
Quaker  Center,  a retreat  and  conference  center  near 
Santa  Cruz,  CA.  Residential,  one  year  beginning 
August.  Great  opportunity  to  grow  spiritually  and 
work  in  all  areas  of  this  Quaker  nonprofit.  Moun- 
tains, redwoods,  housing,  stipend,  and  benefits 
provided.  Singles  and  couples  both  welcome.  Ap- 
plication deadline  April  1:  call  831-336-8333.  E- 
mail:  mail@quakercenter.org  for  info. 


Coming  to  DC?  Stay  with  Friends  on  Capitol 
Hill.  William  Penn  House,  a Quaker  Seminar 
and  Hospitality  Center  in  beautiful,  historic  town- 
house,  is  located  five  blocks  east  of  the  US  Capi- 
tol. Convenient  to  Union  Station  for  train  and 
METRO  connections.  Shared  accommodations 
including  continental  breakfast  for  groups  & indi- 
viduals. 515  East  Capitol  Street  SE,  Washington, 
DC  20003.  E-mail:  dirpennhouse@pennsnet.org. 
Phone:  202-543-5560  FAX:  202-543-3814. 
Interns.  9-12  month  commitment,  beginning 
January,  June,  or  September.  Assist  with  seminars 
and  hospitality  at  William  Penn  House,  5 blocks 
from  US  Capitol.  Room,  board,  and  small  sti- 
pend. 


Friends  World  Committee  for  Consulta- 
tion Section  of  the  Americas  seeks  a Friend 
for  appointment  as  Executive  Secretary  beginning 
Summer  2002.  The  Section  of  the  Americas  ad- 
ministers a portion  of  FWCC’s  world-wide  work 
of  developing  communication  and  cooperation 
among  Friends  of  varying  backgrounds  and  tradi- 
tions. The  Section’s  Executive  Secretary  employs 
and  supervises  staff  in  the  Philadelphia,  PA, 
USA,  office  and  elsewhere  in  the  Americas  to 
assist  Friends  in  their  worship  and  work  together. 
The  position  requires  close  coordination  with 
FWCC  offices  and  Sections  around  the  world  and 
considerable  travel.  Spanish-language  skills  desir- 
able. Applicants  should  have  deep  experience  of 
the  life  of  their  own  yearly  meetings  or  groups 
and  an  active  awareness  of  Quaker  faith  and  prac- 
tice among  other  groups.  Deadline  for  applica- 
tions April  30,  2002.  Job  description  and  applica- 
tion form  available  from:  FWCC  Section  of  the 
Americas,  1506  Race  Street,  Philadelphia,  PA 
19102.  Phone:  215-241-7250;  FAX:  215-241- 
7285.  E-mail:  americas@fwcc.quaker.org 

Concerned c Singles 

links  compatible,  socially  conscious  singles 
who  care  about  peace,  social  justice,  racism, 
gender  equity,  and  the  health  pf  the  planet. 

Nationwide /Canada.  All  ages.  Straight/Gay.  Since  1984. 

Free  Sample:  Ts.  Box  444-FB,  Lenox  Dale,  M A 01 242 
S (413)  445-6309 

or  H http://www.concernedsingles.com 


Wanted!  Teachers  for  PYM,  July  22-27  in  San  Di- 
ego. Working  half  day  pays  your  way.  Pickup  Truck 
and  driver  needed  to  transport  supplies  from  San 
Francisco  to  San  Diego  for  PYM.  We  will  pay  for 
your  help!  Contact  Melissa  Lovett- Adair  805-543- 
2791,  mladair@charter.net  for  a teacher  application 
or  to  help  with  transportation. 

Practice  simplicity  by  getting  your  living  and 
work  space  organized!  Friendly  professional  organ- 
izer Marian  Rhys  can  help  you  clean  your  physical  or 
electronic  clutter  and  set  up  systems  for  keeping 
things  orderly.  415-898-2025. 


Join  the  folks  at  Friendly  Horse  Acres  for  a day  at 
a horse  farm.  All  ages  welcome.  Camps  are  set  up 
to  encourage  confidence  in  people  who  are  fearful  of 
horses,  as  well  as  more  experienced  horse  lovers. 
Learn  to  see  the  world  from  the  horse’s  point  of 
view.  Visit  www.friendlyhorseacres.com.  Phone: 
360-825-3628.  E-mail:  firiendlyhorseacres@ excite, 
com . 


Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center:  Personal  re- 
treats, family  reunions,  weddings,  retreats,  and  our 
own  schedule  of  Quaker  Programs.  Among  the  Red- 
woods, near  Santa  Cruz,  CA.  831-336-8333.  http:// 
www.quakercenter.org. 

QUAKER  WRITERS  AND  ARTISTS!  Read 
Types  & Shadows,  the  exciting  newsletter  of  the 
Fellowship  of  Quakers  in  the  Arts.  FQA’s  goal: 
To  nurture  and  showcase  the  literary,  visual,  musi- 
cal, and  performing  arts  within  the  Religious  Soci- 
ety of  Friends,  for  purposes  of  Quaker  expression, 
ministry,  witness,  and  outreach.  To  these  ends,  we 
will  offer  spiritual,  practical,  and  financial  support 
as  way  opens.  Help  build  an  international  network 
of  creative  support  and  celebration.  Membership 
$22/year.  FQA,  Dept.  FB,  PO  Box  58565,  Phila- 
delphia, PA  19102.  E-mail:  fqa@quaker.org. 
Web:  http://www.quaker.org/fqa/index.html. 


The  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legis- 
lation (FCNL;  <www.fcnl.org>),  a Quaker 
lobby  in  the  public  interest,  seeks  a full-time 
Legislative  Secretary  (lobbyist).  Job  requires 
knowledge  of  and  experience  with  legislative 
processes;  excellent  writing,  research,  com- 
munication, and  interpersonal  skills;  under- 
standing of  and  sympathy  with  Friends’  testi- 
monies and  FCNL  policies.  For  application 
or  additional  information,  please  send  E-mail 
to  <search@fcnl.org>.  Completed  applica- 
tions due  April  30.  Position  available  begin- 
ning July  1 or  later. 


Quaker  Life — informing  and  equipping 
Friends  around  the  world.  Free  sample 
available  upon  request.  Join  our  family  of 
Friends  for  one  year  (10  issues)  at  $24.  For 
information  contact: 

Quaker  Life 
101  Quaker  Hill  Drive 
Richmond,  IN  47374 
Phone:  765-962-7573. 

E-mail:  QuakerLife@fum.org 
Website:  www.fum.org 


William  J.  Papp  Portland  Friends 
School,  located  in  SW  Portland,  OR:  A small 
Friends  school  for  children,  grades  K-6,  rooted 
in  Quaker  values.  Children  are  provided  with  a 
quality  academic  and  a developmentally  appro- 
priate education.  The  school  environment  is 
caring  and  nurturing  with  strong  emphasis  on 
non-violent  resolution.  For  information,  contact 
Judy  Smith,  jatesmith@earthlink.net  or  503- 
977-0322. 


Friends  House  is  a multi-level  retirement 
community  offering  independent  living  apart- 
ments and  houses,  an  assisted  care  living  facility, 
skilled  nursing  and  an  adult  day  services  pro- 
gram serving  residents  and  the  wider  Santa 
Rosa,  CA  community.  Located  in  Santa  Rosa, 
Friends  House  is  easily  accessible  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, the  Pacific  Coast,  redwood  forests,  and 
the  vineyards  of  Sonoma  and  Napa  counties. 
Friends  House  is  owned  and  operated  by  Friends 
Association  of  Services  for  the  Elderly  (FASE), 
a California  not-for-profit  corporation.  The  facil- 
ity and  Board  of  Directors  are  strongly  influ- 
enced by  Quaker  traditions.  The  welfare  and 
growth  of  persons  within  an  environment  which 
stresses  independence  is  highly  valued.  Tour 
Friends  House  at  our  website  at  www. 
friendshouse.org.  Friends  House,  684  Benicia 
Drive,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95409.  707-538-0152. 


When  travelling  to  the  Pacific  Northwest, 
consider  the  simple  and  economical  travel- 
lers’ rooms  at  Quaker  House  in  Seattle 
(WA).  Reservations  required:  206-632-9839 
or  E-mail:  pablopaz@juno.com. 


Make  friends,  make  music  at  FRIENDS  MU- 
SIC CAMP,  2-  or  4-week  summer  program  for 
ages  10-18.  Brochure,  video:  FMC,  PO  Box  427, 
Yellow  Springs,  OH  45387.  937-767-1311.  Mu- 
sicfmc  @ yahoo.com. 


Consider  a Costa  Rica  Study  Tour  January  23  - 
February  3,  2003.  Visit  the  Quaker  community  of 
Monteverde.  See  the  cloud  forest  and  two  oceans. 
Write  Roy  Joe  and  Ruth  Stuckey,  1 182  Hornbeam 
Road,  Sabina,  OH  45169.  Tel/FAX  937-584-2900 
or  520-364-8694  or  E-mail:  jstuckey@racsa.co.cr. 


Consider  the  Arizona  Friends  Community  for 
your  next,  or  your  second,  home.  360  degree 
mountain  views,  4000  feet  elevation,  often  near 
perfect  weather  among  good  friends.  Write  Roy  Joe 
and  Ruth  Stuckey,  6567  N San  Luis  Obispo  Drive, 
Douglas,  AZ  85607.  Website:  arizonafiiends.com 


Friends  Journal  has  published 
“Quaker  Thought  and  Life  To- 
day” for  nearly  50  years,  suc- 
ceeding periodicals  that  date 
from  the  19th  century.  Learn 
more  about  Quaker  concerns  and  activi- 
ties through  this  monthly  magazine.  Re- 
quest three  free  issues  or  subscribe  now 
(send  $29)  to  get  16  issues  for  the  price  of 
12.  Contact:  Friends  Journal,  Dept.  FB, 
1216  Arch  Street,  2A,  Philadelphia,  PA  19107. 
<Info@friendsjournal.org>. 
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A Campaign  for  a New  Century 


We  are  all  creatures,  not  only  born  into  the  sure  darkness  of  death, 
but  also  endowed  with  an  unquenchable  longing  for  the  light  of  life. . 
We  can  all  meet  in  this  same  light,  however  varied  our  lanterns. 


Dan  Wilson  Director  of  Pendle  Hill,  1953-70 


A Unique  Resource  in  Friends  Education 

Grounded  in  Quaker  faith  and  practice,  guided 

by  continuing  revelation,  and  respected  around  the 

world,  Pendle  Hill  is  today,  as  it  has  been  for  over 

70  years,  a sacred  place  for  Friends  to: 

♦ meet  for  worship  as  the  center  of  daily  life 

♦ study  religious  thought  and  practice,  Quaker 
studies,  peace  and  social  justice,  and  spirituality 
in  literature  and  the  arts 

♦ experience  the  divine  while  working  with  others 
in  community 

♦ prepare  for  service  to  the  Religious  Society 
of  Friends 

♦ assist  Friends  seeking  divine  guidance  in  meeting 
the  challenges  of  contemporary  society 


A Quaker  Center  for 
Study  and  Contemplation 


Invest  in  the  future 

To  learn  how  you  can  make  an  investment, 
not  only  in  Pendle  Hill,  but  also 
in  the  future  of  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends,  please  contact: 

Barbara  Parsons 

Director  of  Development 

Pendle  Hill 

338  Plush  Mill  Road 

Wallingford,  PA  19086-6099 

800.742.3150,  ext.  132 

E-mail  contributions@pendlehill.  org 

www.pendlehill.org 


A Resource  for  Monthly  Meetings 

Pendle  Hill  is  committed  to  nurturing  and  sustaining 
monthly  meetings.  While  Pendle  Hill  is  not  a Quaker 
seminary  or  school  of  theology,  it  provides  the 
educational  resources  and  seasoned  teachers  to  help 
monthly  meetings  address  the  challenges  facing 
their  families,  their  meetings  , their  communities, 
and  the  world. 

Over  2,000  Come  to  Pendle  Hill  Each  Year 

Pendle  Hill  offers  many  programs  for  Friends  to 
enrich  their  skills  in  such  ministries  as  clerking, 
providing  pastoral  care,  facilitating  Alternatives  to 
Violence  training,  witnessing  to 
Friends’  social  concerns,  and 
teaching  religious  education. 

Each  year  over  two  thousand 
people  sojourn  at  Pendle  Hill 
or  attend  our  weeklong 
and  weekend  conferences 
and  retreats. 


Donna  Anderton,  “Blanket  Drive:  Diverse  Friends  Unite  to  Help  Afghan  Refugees”  3 

AFSC  Report,  “Ramallah  Friends  School  Bombed”  4 

Bill  Durland,  “Should  Quakers  Take  Sides?”  and  Anthony  Manousos,  “New  Middle  East  Coordinator  in  Pasadena  5 
AFSC  Office” 

Jack  Powelson,  “Why  Are  Some  Nations  Rich  and  Others  Poor?”  and  Other  Friends’  Responses  7 

“Focus  on  the  Spirit”  : Stanford  Searl,  Kirsten  Backstrom,  Bob  Murphy  and  Peter  Anderson  9 

“Poems  and  Reflections”  by  S.  Radcliffe  Wilson,  L.  Willard  Reynolds,  Bob  Murphy,  and  Peter  Anderson  12 

News  of  Friends  12 

Lanny  Jay,  “Spirit-led  Pacifism  and  the  ‘War  on  Terrorism’”  14 

Book  Reviews  If 

Lee  Bok  Kim,  “How  Was  the  Seoul  Friends  Meeting  Founded?”  1' 

Memorial  Minutes  IS 
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Check  Out  Our  New  Website: 


westernquaker.net 


Time  For  Renewal! 


“What  a wonderful  beginning  to  the  year.  I was  so  moved  by  the  article 
on  Bob  Schutz  and  then  I read  the  article  by  Kirsten  Backstrom  and 
then  your  editorial.  Thank  you,  thank  you.  thank  you!” — Sue  Torrey. 

To  insure  that  Friends  Bulletin  keeps  coming  to  your  mail- 
box, please  check  the  expiration  date  on  your  address  label 
and  send  your  renewal  check  as  soon  as  possible. 
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